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Vacation Church Schools, 


Summer Schools and Assemblies 


Attention! 


A Splendid Patriotic Pageant 


The Lutheran Spirit of “76 


By HENRY W,. SNYDER, D.D. 
simple, beautiful, effective pageant which emphasizes the 
patriotic spirit of the Lutherans of ’76 and the important 
part they played in that period. 

Full directions for producing’ the pageant are given. 

A group of young people will find this an excellent pageant to 
give when they wish to emphasize the part Lutherans played in 
Revolutionary history, and also on any patriotic days. 

THE FOURTH OF JULY WILL SOON BE HERE 
BE PREPARED 


Price 25 cents each; $2.00 a dozen 
e°@ @ 


A Pageant of Religious Education 


The Heritage of the Child 


: By LAURA SCHERER COPENHAVER 


N this striking pageant ‘‘Education’’ reviews past efforts at 

| instruction and then shows the rights of the child in the 

Church, Sunday School and other religidus schools. Beauti- 

ful, impressive, instructive, religious in tone, and adaptable 

to large or small groups, this pageant, with costume directions in- 

cluded, will make a strong feature on programs of Educational In- 

stitutes, Sunday School Conferences, Summer Schools, and also in 
Parish Schools. 


Price 25 cents each; $2.00 a dozen 


A Revision of the Pageant 
“Luther’s Coat-of-Arms”’ 


The Banner of the Cross 


By SANFORD N. CARPENTER, D.D. 


HE coat-of-arms adopted by Luther, as a symbol] of the great 
© and heroic struggle he was waging, is rich in significance and 
with silent eloquence reveals the spiritual values of that con- 
test. In this unique pageant, the inner meaning of this 
emblem is unfolded in a most impressive and interesting manner. 


Price, 35 cents 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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Thank God for the roses of life: 

Roses have thorns but they lack nothing in loveliness 
because of thorns, 

Life too has thorns but we need not suffer for them 
unless we are reckless or defiant, 

Through them we learn wisdom, 

Beyond them is radiant joy. 
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Dr. Allan Menzies in his book “History of Religion” 
classifies all the objects worshiped by men in the low 
stages of civilization under four heads: The parts of 
nature, the spirits of ancestors, objects considered to be 
haunted by spirits (fetish worship), and a Supreme Be- 
ing. This becomes a good guide as we consider the 
native beliefs of the people of interior Liberia. 


Although there is not any general worship of the 
great parts of nature such as the sun, moon, wind, rain, 
fire, etc., many of the minor parts of nature are wor- 
shiped. Where there is a large tree such as the cotton- 
wood near a town or on a farm the people sometimes 
build a fence around it and go there occasionally to make 
sacrifice to the tree. The ground around such a tree is 
often chosen as a town site for the people believe that 
the tree possesses a power whose protection and favor 
they can gain if they make sacrifice to it and pray to it. 
Such a tree on a farm is supposed to have power to 
produce a good crop of rice or whatever is planted 
around it. Also the banana tree and any tree such as 
may be pointed out by the Sand player or Medicine man 
are worshiped. They sense a mystery in the growth of 
the tree and in the production of fruit and since they 
cannot understand this they believe that a powerful 
spirit resides in the tree. 


Bug-o-bug hills or blind termite hills, which some- 
times attain a height of ten or twelve feet, are wor- 
shiped in somewhat the same way. Sacrifices are made 
to them, generally the sacrifice of a chicken, and the peo- 
ple talk to the power or spirit supposed to be there. 
Even rocks are worshiped under certain conditions— 
where there is an unusually large rock or where there are 
many rocks at one place. A river is considered to be 
full of water people or powerful spirits who can either 
take a man’s life or protect him while he is on or near 
the water. Not every person is subject to these water 
people, but if any serious accident happens on the water 
it is attributed generally to the ill favor of the spirits. 


Animals are worshiped to a certain extent. Again, 
however, no one animal or group of animals is worshiped 
by all the people as in the case of Egyptian or Hindu 
animal worship. Here one animal is not assigned to a 
certain section of the country or to a part of the tribe, 
but to individual persons. One person may have an 
elephant as his totem, another a leopard, another a deer, 
or a goat, etc. A person’s totem is either inherited or 
assigned to him in early youth by the Medicine man. 
The people themselves speak of their totem as the animal 
behind them. They will neither kill nor eat the meat of 
any animal belonging to the class of their particular 
totem, believing that such action would result in serious 
sickness or death; however, there is no harm in killing 
or eating the totem of any other person. In some cases 
the animal behind the person is not a real animal but 
the invisible form of an animal not known except to 
that person. 


Two 


Native Beliels in Liberia 


ROY L. YUND 


Perhaps there is no real ancestor worship in Li- 
beria, but there are acts of worship which closely re- 
semble it. Sacrifice is made at the graves of deceased 
relatives, food and water are often placed there for them, 
and prayers sometimes are addressed to the spirits of 
the dead to gain their favor and to keep them from doing 
harm, for there is great fear of spirits until their favor 
is gained. After a native dies the relatives and towns- 
men beat their tom-toms and shout and dance for many 
days and nights in fear that the spirits will return to 
trouble them. In general it is believed that the spirits 
of the dead move about over the country and sometimes 
talk to their relatives who are still in the flesh. 


It is not difficult to find the third main type of 
primitive belief, fetish worship, among the native tribes. 
Fetishism is very prominent here. Everybody has some 
object which he hangs on his body, in his hut, and on 
his farm, for the purpose of protection and to bring good 
luck. Sticks, stones, bundles of twigs, leopard teeth, 
bones of small animals, etc., are used as such charms. 
They are more than charms to the natives, for a great 
spirit power is thought to be hidden in each object 
chosen and the natives themselves have a profound con- 
fidence in them. Sometimes prayers are addressed to 
the power in the fetish or “medicine” especially when a 
person fears that the desired protection will not come. 
Not infrequently fetishes are abandoned because of re- 
peated failures to protect the person or his house, and 
another object is chosen. Fetish worship and minor na- 
ture worship are closely related at certain points and 
these two types practically constitute the native belief. 

We search in vain for any kind of supreme being. 
There is no chief god, there is no object of nature, no 
chief spirit, no fetish which stands out as the one promi- 
nent object of worship. Their belief is all centered 
around the native secret organization, the Devil Bush, 
and the Gre-gre Bush, about which little is known, but 
these are in no sense central objects of worship. The 
people themselves. say that they believe in God and that 
God made them. Some of them claim that God showed 
them how to worship these many different things. But 
the word God to them does not mean God in the true 
sense. They do not worship Him. They have nothing 
whatsoever to do with Him, and they think that He has 
nothing to do with them, except to take them all to live 
with Him in the end. They do not even so much as erect 
an altar to their “unknown God.” Such an idea of God 
cannot be included as part of their system of worship, 
for it is not worship. Thus not only the lack of any 
kind of a supreme being is evident, but also the feeble- 
ness of their natural attempt to find such a supreme 
being is marked. 


In such a country and among such beliefs the urg- 
ency of the need is great. The people listen intently 
when they hear of a God who loves them and when they 
hear of a loving Saviour who died for them. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


What Religion Means To Me 


FRANK P. KUONI 


(Mr. Frank P. Kuoni is a member of the Senior Luther League 
of the First Lutheran Church, Glendale, California—Ed.) 


Not so long ago I was conversing with an elderly 
man upon general chaotic conditions. All of a sudden 
a religious discussion started and the man turned to me 
and said, “There are two questions that I will not dis- 
cuss—my politics and my religion.” Persons with this 
mental attitude are found everywhere, especially among 
the preceding generation. Either their conception of re- 
ligion is excluded by the populace and they are afraid 
to voice it or their religion is so weak and uncertain that 
it cannot tolerate any querying. Young religious as- 
Pirants, such as we, should never take a detour when 
questioned about our chosen faith. If our religion isn’t 
strong enough to stand questioning, we should start to 
rebuild it upon the true, firm foundation which God has 
given us for that purpose. 


If a person happens to be passing any church at 
noontime on Sunday, he would witness a true percep- 
tion, and from that he would form a common, but untrue 
conception. At once, he would be impressed by the 
very small number of young people that would issue 
forth from the doors of the church. This would set his 
physical facilities working in a reverse motion and he 
would come forth with the fallacious idea that religion is 
no longer present in the modern youth. I believe the 
younger generation should attend church but I also be- 
lieve true religion is much deeper than this simple pro- 
cedure, The reason we attend church is for unity, be- 
cause we all agree that much more can be done for God 
and for humanity when we are joined together, encircled 
by a halo of Christ. The church is also a good place to 
meet comrades with the same high ideals that we have 
struggled to obtain. The physical, spiritual, and devo- 
tional programs of the Church are to be commended and 
should prove valuable to any boy or girl, and man or 
‘woman. 

I believe a true Christian should see religion outside 
the church; in the home; the school; and at work. Re- 
ligion can be seen by the perceiving at every turn in 
life. I can see busy men and women in communities 
taking time to organize community chests for the poor, 
relief for the jobless, and better living conditions for the 
slum tenants. I am not speaking of the paid social 
worker who is earning his living by the suffering of 
others but the intrinsic religious person who is doing this 
because he has a love for his unfortunate brother. Some 
of the keenest minds of the world are devoted to the 
solution of international problems on the basis of fair- 
ness, equality, kindness, and love. In the United States, 
great strides have been taken to erase the dividing line 
between different races. We have grown to respect the 
Chinese, Japanese, Spaniards, and Negroes of this coun- 
try. These races are beginning to receive a physical, 
mental, and cultural advantage which they have never 
known before. 


These are just a few instances in which religion is 
personified. But why do people want to help one an- 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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Introducing Our Associate Secretary 


REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER 


Associate Secretary for Promotion 
and Intermediate Work 


In order to give Luther Leaguers throughout the 
Church an early acquaintance with our Associate Secre- 
tary for Promotion and Intermediate Work, it is my 
happy privilege to introduce to the members of The 
Luther League of America, Rev. William J. Ducker. In 
line with the steady progress that The Luther League of 
America has been making and the enlarged program 
that the Luther League will undertake this Fall, the 
Executive Committee called Rey. Ducker to become the 
Associate Secretary for Promotion and Intermediate 
Work. 


Many of you have already had the privilege of meet- 
ing Rev. Ducker personally and known him to be a 
highly qualified and gifted leader. He has always shown 
a deep interest in the spiritual welfare of the youth of the 
Church and has had a sincere appreciation of the pro- 
gram of the Luther League and what it offers to the 
youth of the Church. 

It means a real sacrifice to give up the happy, close 
contacts of a parish for the more casual relationships of 
general work but it also offers a special honor and a 
place of great service in the work of extending Christ’s 
Kingdom. 

Secretary Ducker was born in Charleston, South 
Carolina, where he attended the public schools. He is 
a graduate of Newberry College, 1926, and graduated 
with a B.D. degree from Southern Seminary in 1929. His 
first pastorate was Trinity Church, Elloree, South 
Carolina, 1929-1936. During that time he served as 
Chairman of the Synod’s Publicity Committee, President 
of the Southern Conference and was a regular contribu- 
tor to “The Lutheran Messenger.” His second pastorate 
was Redeemer Church, Macon, Georgia, 1936-1938: Dur- 
ing that time he served on the Parish Education Com- 
mittee, was President of the Northern Conference of the 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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A FUTURE IN THE MINISTRY 


By De. Harvey D. Hoover, Professor at the Gettysburg Lutheran Theological Seminary 


Ahead of you is a place of service in the Christian 
Church which has achieved a remarkable record. In 
this fellowship, heroic men have become saintly in a 
world that has at times descended into despicable depths 
of wickedness. 

There will be the call to fill the places left vacant 
by the fallen workmen. Some of these men of God have 
created places so large that they challenge the finest 
faith and ablest skill. 

New fields are opening as the Church works out its 
program of extensive and intensive service in the rural 
field, in the industrial realm and in its social, educational 


and evangelistic service. 

Besides the pastoral ministry there are a great 
variety of fields of service open to the Christian minister. 
More men are needed in the institutions of the Church. 
and society. Among these might be mentioned: hos- 
pitals, general and mental, penal institutions, schools and 
camps. New programs of advance are being adopted 
for ministerial service in rescue and rehabilitation work, 
in industrial centers, and among the people of low 
morale. The younger Churches on the foreign fields are 
calling for better trained, higher type and a more spe- 
cialized ministry. 

The present work of the Church is inadequately 
manned. Parishes of two to six thousand souls need 
more than one or two pastors. This need is urgent if 
vital Christianity is to be preserved in the Church’s 
larger organizations. Parishes of more than one con- 
gregation, and having a thousand or more souls under 
the clergyman’s care should be divided into smaller 
pastorates or served by more pastors. This need will 
be met when more good ministers are available. 

Ministers are needed in the growing interrelations 
of the Church and religious and adult education, socia! 
welfare service, health centers, mental clinics and other 


professional activities seeking to better man and his 
society. 

Just ahead for the talented candidate is the call 
and opportunity to advance in the realm of scholarship 
and research. Intelligence goes hand-in-glove with en- 
lightenment in righteousness. There is a call for clergy- 
men who can teach, particularly in the higher levels of 
education. There is a crying need of creative writers 
and editors. The use of the printed page in the work 
of the Church is still in the primary stage. We need to 
produce more and better books, periodicals, pamphlets 
and tracts, Art and architecture, too, call for a talented 
and consecrated ministry. 


Besides all these there is need of trained, self-deny- 
ing specialists in the ministry of the Gospel. The Church 
needs better preachers—skilled and consecrated prophets 
who will be true successors of the Apostles and prophets 
of the historic Church. 

The Church needs specialists in music, hymnology 
and the field of worship. The Church needs leaders of 
youth. More Churchmen are needed for executive and 
administrative leadership. More and more the demands 
of the kingdom will require that the Holy Spirit “sepa- 
rate’ the Barnabases and Sauls from the Simeons, the 
Luciuses, and the Maneans. Yea, the latter the great 
demands for giants in the Lord’s work will select the 
Paul and leave Barnabas. 

But the great call is for parish shepherds of the 
flock and the lost outside of the fold. As long as more 
than half of humanity does not follow Christ, there is 
an urgent, insistent call for ministers of the Gospel. 
There will ever be a crying need for men of God, who 
can become the Voice of God to souls bearing the divine 
image, and who can articulate the religious needs, feel- 
ings and attitudes of the people to God and man.—The 
Gettysburgian, February 22, 1940. 
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3S cover it over and make it smooth. A fluid comes from the body of the oyster and covers the foreign sub- he 
&® stance. This fluid hardens and then more fluid is poured upon it, which in turn hardens. Finally this tiny Qe 

© speck of tickling substance is turned into a lovely pearcl. = 
= Considered the bicth-stone for the month of June, most of these pearls ace found in Ceylon, in SS 
5 Australia, in the Gulf of California, in the Caribbean Sea, and acound islands in the Pacific. Some of the @&F 
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S your conscience for some time. It is the tiny sand of “‘forgetfulness’’ or “‘put-off-ness,” which has prevented Sa 


your giving that Contributing, Sustaining, Alumni, Gift or Memorial Membership to the Sustaining Member- OF 
ship Fund. Begin covering this tickling conscience by sending smooth one or five-dollar oc more memberships 2 
to The Luther League of Amecica at once. By so doing you will help the youth of our United Lutheran = 
Church in their search for truth, “the pearl of great price.” OP 


Mildred Gartelmann, Chairman, The Sustaining Membership Committee 
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CANADA IS CALLING YOU 
COME TO KITCHENER-WATERLOO 


On April 5-8 the Luther 
League of Canada had the 
pleasure of a visit from Dr. 
P. M. Kinports from “Head- 
quarters” in Philadelphia. 
The prime purpose of Dr. 
Kinport’s trip to Canada 
was to consult with those 
who are arranging for the 
entertainment of the 23rd 
Biennial Convention of The 
Luther League of America, 
to be held in Kitchener- 
Waterloo, Ontario, July 3-7, 
1941. Dr. Kinports first 
conferred with the pastors 
of the Twin Cities and re- 
ceived from them assurance 
of full cooperation from all 
tourmot. them Umma iG. Av 
Churches. Later he met with 
forty members of the gen- 
eral convention committee 
and the sub-committees and 
reviewed the plans that have 
been laid thus far for the 
one thousand or more 
Leaguers who are expected to be present for the con- 
vention next summer. We present here a summary of 
those plans, with the hope that they will inspire you to 
start planning to Come to Canada in 1941. 


Program 

The convention will be held over the week-end of 
July 3-7, opening on Thursday evening and concluding 
with the candle-light installation service on Monday 
night. In addition to the regular sessions the following 
specials are being arranged: 

Thursday night—Reception, 
vilion. 

Friday night—? ! ! ? 

Saturday afternoon and evening—Boat Trip on Lake 
Ontario to Port Dalhousie, picnic, return in evening 
with fun and sing-song on board. 

Sunday morning—Attend the Sunday School and 
Church of your choice. 

Sunday afternoon—Outdoor Lutheran Rally Service 
in Waterloo Park. (It is hoped to have Dr. F. H. 
Knubel, President of the United Lutheran Church in 
America as speaker.) In the evening, a concert by the 
famed Waterloo Musical Society Band under the direc- 
tion of Prof. C. F. Thiele and the Y. M. C. A. Chorus 
directed by Don McLaren. 


Kitchener, Park Pa- 


Post Convention 

Present plans are for a five-day motor trip through 
the scenic Muskoka District, a short stay for rest and 
play at the Elgin House, a visit to the home of the 
Dionne Quints, a day at the Canadian Capital, Ottawa 
and then—Home. If your time and money permit you 
can extend your trip into French Canada—Montreal, 
Quebec and an excursion up the St. Lawrence. You 
will note that Niagara Falls is not included in this itin- 
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erary. Those who come from the East and the South 
will probably cross the border at Niagara and the New 
York Leaguers are planning to welcome you there and 
show you the sights on Wed. July 2. (The committee is 
certain that you will enjoy this tour. We cannot guar- 
antee, however, that you will see Indians or Eskimos 
while in Canada. Further, we advise you to leave your 
snow-shoes and fur coats at home and bring bathing 
suits and summer clothes.) 


Will the War Affect the Convention? 

So far the war has done little to disturb the routine 
of our daily life or our plans for the convention. There 
are no restrictions at the present time on tourists com- 
ing into the country from the United States, and every 
effort is being made to assure our “neighbors to the 
south” that they are “Welcome To Canada.’ We are 
planning to entertain you—won’t you plan now to be 
with us! 


Calling All Leaguers! 

Every Leaguer—and that means you—should be 
present to get the inspiration and information which a 
biennial convention always affords. Consider, in addi- 
tion, these advantages which a convention in Kitchener- 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada offers: An opportunity to 
visit and vacation in Canada—the land of the Maple 
Leaf * * * at small cost, for living expenses are generally 
lower than in the U. S. * * * and “K.-W.” is close to the 
border—less than 100 miles from Buffalo and 200 from 
Detroit * * * and yet the post-convention trip will take 
you to some of the most historic and scenic spots of the 
Dominion. * * * The convention will meet at St. Mat- 
thew’s—the largest Lutheran church in Canada and 
eighth in the U. L. C. A. Will you be one of the more 
than a thousand we expect to accommodate for sessions? 


NORMAN BERNER, Chairman of Publicity 


NOTICE 


The Committee on Program for the Chil- 
dren of the Church wish to express their sin- 
cere appreciation to all pastors, administrative 
officers, synodical officers, and local leaders who 
cooperated by returning the questionnaire, giving 
helpful opinions on the Program and Plan of Op- 
eration of The Children of the Church. 


CARVING A CHARACTER 

Did you ever watch a sculptor slowly fashioning a 
human countenance? It is not molded at once. It is 
not struck out at a single blow. It is painfully and la- 
boriously wrought. A thousand blows rough-cast it. 
Ten thousand chisels polish it, put in the fine touches, 
and bring out the features and expression. It is a work 
of time, but at last the full likeness comes out and stands 
fixed and unchanging in the solid marble. So does a 
man carve out his own moral likeness. Every day he 
adds something to the work. A thousand acts of thought 
and will and effort shape the features and expressions of 
the soul. Habits of love, piety and truth; habits of 
falsehood, passion, or goodness, silently mold and fashion 
it, till at length it wears the likeness of God, or the 
image of a demon.—Exchange. 
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Aircratt Party 


Poster 
To advertise the social, make a poster using the idea 
of aircraft, such as balloons, blimps, and airplanes, which 
may be drawn or cut out from advertisements and pasted 
on the poster. 


Decorations 
Put a sign on the door, “Airport.” To give the 
idea of wind, place electric fans with paper streamers 
tied to them blowing the streamers into the room. 


Parts of an Airplane 

Write on slips of paper the names of fifteen parts 
of an airplane, as propellor, motor, wing, fuselage, land- 
ing gear, wind shield, stick, gas tank, cockpit, altimeter, 
gasoline, oil, tail, switch, rudder. The players sit in a 
circle, and the leader pins one of these names on the 
back of each guest. There should be at least two of 
each; and if there are not thirty players, leave off some, 
so that every one of the parts will be on the back of at 
least two. Give each player a pencil and paper and at 
a given signal, each player tries to write down the fii- 
teen parts of the airplane from the names on the backs 
of the others, and at the same time must try to prevent 
others from learning what is on his back. The object 
of the game is to see who can get the full list of the 
parts quickest. 

Airplane 

After the mixing game described above, the names 
that are on the backs of the players are put on the front, 
and the players are seated in a circle, with all chairs 
occupied. The leader tells a story in which she uses 
different parts of the air-ship. As the story is told the 
players having the parts rise and act them out; for in- 
stance, the propellers throw their arms around; the 
motors make a noise like an engine, the wings stand 
with arms outstretched; and if there is nothing that can 
be done, merely get up and turn around. At the word 
“Airplane,” all must get up and change places, where- 
upon the leader tries to get a chair; and the one left out 
continues the story. 


Airplane Ride 

Take a board about six feet long and ten or twelve 
inches wide, and raise it from the floor by using small 
chairs from the S. S. room on each end. It is best to do 
this stunt in a separate room and the players brought in 
one at a time. Blindfold the player and ask him to step 
into the plane for a ride. He is permitted to keep his 
hand on the shoulder of the pilot while two others take 
hold of the board and raise it two or three inches from 
the chairs. The pilot stoops down to make it appear 
that the one on the boards is being lifted. Someone 
takes a broom and after calling out “Look out for the 
ceiling,’ touches the passenger on the head with it. 
Usually the passenger will jump at this time, and it is 
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comical to see how he acts when he finds that he is only 
a short distance from the floor. 


Hidden Airplanes 
Have airplanes cut out of paper and: hidden around 
the room. Upon a signal from the leader, all hunt for 
the airplanes. They may be numbered, and the person 
finding them gets a score equal to the total of the num- 
bers on the back of his planes. 


Airplanes Fly 

Airplanes Fly is played somewhat like Birds Fly. 
The leader stands in the center of a circle of the players, 
and when he says, “airplanes fly, blimps fly, balloons 
fly” the players must raise their arms and flap them as 
if they were flying. If a player “flies” when he is not 
supposed to, he must be “it.” For example, if the leader 
says, “dogs fly,” “cows fly” the players must stand still 
and not wave their hands, but must wave them only 
when the three types of aircraft are mentioned. 


Ground Work 

This is a relay race for the boys. Select four or 
five boys to play the game. Put about four crackers on 
small plates and set these on the floor about ten feet 
apart. The players toe a mark, and at the signal from 
the leader, they hop to the first cracker and get down 
on “all fours” as they are not permitted to use the other 
foot or touch it to the floor. The crackers must not be 
touched with the hands, but must be picked up with the 
mouth. When all four crackers have been eaten, the 
players hop back to the starting point, and the one ar- 
riving there first is declared the winner. To prolong the 
game, the contestants might be required to whistle a 
tune, and the one who first was able to do this be de- 
clared the winner. 


Airplane Take-Offs 
Airplanes must take-off, so have some “take-offs” 
such as the following: 
For the Boys: 
A man who has lost his collar button 
A man having his picture taken 
A man shopping with his wife 
A man playing golf 
For the girls: 
A girl smoking 
A girl making up 
A girl being proposed to 
A girl baiting a fishhook 


Balloon Race 
Select a number of girls to play this game. Give 
each one a balloon. They are to inflate them and the 
one bursting hers first wins the prize. 


Refreshments 
Sandwiches and coffee. Doughnuts and coffee. 
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YOU and YOUR CHUNG: 
Facts We All Should Know 
Gains in Membership 


@ United Lutheran Church Reports 
Substantial Gains. A denial of the 
“often repeated assertion that the 
Church is losing its influence’ was 
expressed recently by the Rev. Dr. 
Walton H. Greever, secretary of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
when he released a report of sub- 
stantial gains made by the United 
Lutheran Church during 1939, 

These figures are “a concrete evi- 
dence that those who for many years 
have predicted the downfall of the 
Church are mistaken,’ said Dr. 
Greever. “While it is true that some 
Churches have neglected their real 
mission, which is to teach the word 
of God, those Churches which have 
not neglected or forsaken their duty 
are steadily extending their influ- 
ence,” he declared. 

Dr. Greever’s report indicated that 
confirmed membership of the United 
Lutheran Church increased by 2 per 
cent, a gain of 22,242 members for a 
total of 1,175,516. There was also a 
marked increase in baptized member- 
ship. A net gain of 14,285, which 
brings the total to 1,658,610, was reg- 
istered in 1939. 

Favorable also was the report on 
indebtedness, which decreased by 
nearly 5 per cent during the year. 
Total indebtedness now is $19,306,975, 
a decrease of $957,251. The value of 
all the Church’s property totals 
$155,297,968. 

The secretary's report also indi- 
cated that the Church grew by 18 
congregations, bringing the total to 
3,980 being served by 3,596 pastors, 
a gain of 19. 

An increase which Dr. Greever 
characterized as ‘phenomenal’ was 
that in the number of students pre- 
paring for the ministry. A gain of 
15 per cent was indicated. In 1939 
there were 622 students, 82 more than 
the previous year. Because of the 
expanding programs of the Church 
this will not result in an over-supply, 
said Dr. Greever. 

In only a single instance was there 
a recession, and that so slight that 
it approximates evenness. Total be- 
nevolence decreased by .3 per cent. 
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The 1939 total of $2,747,888 was 
$8,402 less than that of the preceding 
year. : 

Total expenditures of the Church, 
however, including expenditures of 
congregations, synodical offices, 
boards and agencies, rose by more 
than 3 per cent to $17,390,710. Dr. 
Greever pointed out that this in- 
crease in costs is a strongly favora- 
ble evidence of the Church’s vigor 
because it indicates the work of the 
Church is being extended. 


“Leaders of the United Lutheran 
Church believe that this report is evi- 
dence of a very fine advance despite 
widespread opposition to the 
Church,” said Dr. Greever. 

Headquarters of the United Lu- 
theran Church are maintained at 39 
East 35th Street, New York City. 


© Stewardship—According to You! 
Business experts who have studied 
employees in relation to efficiency 
claim that in most firms of any size 
there are ten per cent who are 
“helps,” eighty per cent who are 
“habits,’ and ten per cent who are 
“hindrances.” 

A “Help” is one who feels that he 
is part of the firm. He is qualifying 
fora better job. 

A “Habit” is a good useful man, 
but sees in everything that is outside 
of his routine only a nuisance and 
not an opportunity. 

A “Hindrance” is strong on ob- 
jecting and great on refusing. He is 
against every advance and improve- 
ment. 

Has the classification of “workers” 
by this unknown expert ever struck 
you in this light? In what class 
would you put yourself? 

In the vineyard of our Father what 
is the nature of your service? Are 
you a help, a habit, or a hindrance? 

Emblazoned on the escutcheons of 
the soldiers of our great Synod is the 
motto, “Whose I am, and Whom I 
serve.” May our aspiration, as con- 
gregations and leaders of ‘the church 
be to become more consecrated and 
consistent ‘‘Helps.’” Our chosen 
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leaders and the decisions of Synod 
will point out the way; we can but 
inspire each other, according to the 
measure of our ability, to accomplish 
His purposes as interpreted by their 
—also our—plans.—Henry M. Wertz, 
in St. Paul’s, Richmond Hill, Bulle- 
tin, “The Church Call.” 


® Bible is Translated into Eighteen 
New Languages. The Bible not only 
continues to hold the record as the 
one book constantly appearing in a 
new language. Some part of the Bi- 
ble has now been published in 1,039 
languages and dialects, 18 new lan- 
guages being added to the list in 
1939, according to a report issued by 
the American Bible Society from its 
headquarters in New York City. 


Six of these are African languages, 
seven of them are spoken in widely 
separated spots on the continent of 
Asia, four are in Philippine dialects, 
and one an Indian language spoken 
in British Columbia. The beginning 
of translation work in these strange, 
new tongues, is in most cases a sin- 
gle Gospel. 

In addition to the 18 languages 
added to the list the translation of 
the entire Bible was completed dur- 
ing 1939 in the Nandi language, 
spoken by 100,000 people living north 
east of Lake Victoria in Kenya Col- 
ony, Africa. 

With the completion of this Bible 
the table of languages in which some 
part of the Bible has been translated 
is as follows: 

‘Dhes Bible crescents . 182 languages 
A whole Testament . 223 more 

At least a whole book 547 “ 
Sclectionstonlyan, see S/n) 


1,039 languages 


® Japanese Lutheran Leader to Vis- 
it America. Rev. Hajime Inadomi is 
visiting America this year. He has 
accepted the invitation of the Luther 
League of the United Danish Church, 
which has guaranteed the necessary 
financial assistance. He will remain 
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BOY SGOUIS 
LOOK TO THE CHURCH 


The officials of the Boy Scout Movement regard 
the Church as the very best home for a Boy Scout Troop 
and for very definite reasons, as for example: 

1. The Church can mobilize men of moral char- 
acter and with religious principles as leaders of the 
Troop. 

2. The Church has the confidence of parents as an 
institution of fine moral influence and a worthy center 
of boy activity. 

3. Because of the Troop Leaders’ loyalty to their 
Church, Church Troops have a longer life and a more 
constant leadership than any other type of Troop. 

4. The Church is best able to complete the program 
of religious education for its own Boy Scouts. This is 
a responsibility of the Church which no Church will pass 
on to an outside agency. 

5. The Church has a life-span program, from the 
cradle to the grave. The boy’s Scouting experience 
should be so integrated with the total Church program 
that he will naturally become a loyal participating mem- 
ber of the Church and active in all phases of its pro- 
gram for youth. To this end, the Scout Troops are given 
a home in the Church building and the plan is to draw 
the boys to the Church and give them a part in the 
working program of the Church. 

6. A greater reason for relating Scout Troops to 
the Churches is found in the basic need of our country 
for devout men to carry on its finest traditions and pre- 
serve its best institutions. Mankind has not yet dis- 
covered a way. to maintain a highly cultured society on 
any other basis than deep religious convictions and high 
moral sanctions. Scouting is designed to help the Church 
to make vital to boys an early and lasting recognition 
and fulfillment of their duty to God. 

The director of Religious Education in a large 
Church in Minneapolis makes the following report on 
Scouting in that Church: 

“In the fifteen years in which our Scout Troop has 
been operating, we have learned that it is possible to 
make Scouting an integral part of the total education 
program of the Church and to make it contribute tre- 
mendously, not only to boy life but also to Church life. 
Scouting has fed our Church school. A majority of our 
Scouts become members of our Church and remain ac- 
tive in the Church after their Scouting days are over. 

“Young men trained in Scouting have been among 
our best leaders in other Church activities. Both Presi- 
dents of our Young People’s Societies are Scouts. All 
the male officers of these groups are Scouts. All of the 
eight young men in our Young People’s Cabinet, which 
coordinates the youth activities in our Church, are Scouts 
and former Scouts. 

“Eighty per cent of the young men teaching in our 
Sunday School are former Scouts. Of the twenty-five 
young men who were picked as dependable leaders in 
the various activities of the Church, nineteen are Scouts 
and former Scouts. Eight former Scouts are ushers in 
the Church.” 


Eight 


The Children of The Church 


in British Guiana 
Brenda L. Mehlhouse 


From Corinne Machetzki, wife of the missionary in 
our station at New Amsterdam, Berbice, British Guiana, 
South America, comes a letter telling of the Children of 
the Church group there: 


“Greetings from ‘Hammock Land’ as this country is 
sometimes called! We have an active group of Children 
of the Church in Ebenezer, a former Junior Luther 
League which in January 1939, became one of the 
Children of the Church groups. 


“We most appropriately observed the Children of 
the ‘Church Festival on Reformation Sunday. The chil- 
dren themselves helped prepare the Church, scrubbing 
woodwork, beating carpets, polishing brass, dusting and 
cleaning lamps. Red and white flowers were placed on 
the altar, and crepe streamers in the Luther colors an 
a large Luther Coat-of-Arms formed the decorations, 

The Junior Choir, a part of the Children of the 
Church, thirty-five members in all, in red and blue vest- 
ments, led the procession. The Matin service was used, 
with a sermon, followed by the Festival program, given 
by the children themselves. 


“Three dollars were received in the offering boxes. 
Some of this was sent for the mission work at Locahber, 
where the people worship in an old dilapidated shed. 
One little corner has been boarded in, the mud floor 
leveled, and a little altar placed there, and they call it 
“our new chapel.” The children were delighted to think 
they helped build another ‘house of God.’ The rest of 
the offering was divided between ‘ourselves’ for ex- 
penses, and to spread cheer among sick members. 


“The evening service was planned for the grown- 
ups and the Junior Choir gave a sacred concert. The 
whole day showed the congregation the work of the 
Children of the Church in a vivid way.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE CLIPPERS 
ESTHER BACHOFER and CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


God grant me these: the strength to do 
Some needed service here; 

The wisdom to be brave and true: 

The gift of vision cleat, 

That in each task that comes to me 

Some purpose I may plainly see. 


God teach me to believe that I 

Am stationed at a post, 

Although the humblest ’neath the sky, 
Where I am needed most. 

And that, at last, if I do well 

My humble services will tell. 


God grant me faith to stand on guard, 
Uncheered, unspoke, alone, 
And see behind such duty hard 
My service to the throne. 
Whate’er my task, be this my creed: 
I am on earth to fill a need. 
—“The Lamplighter’’ 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


WHY READe 


(Ruth M. Kemper) 


Characters: Ann Allison, young girl of about eighteen. 
David Allison, the brother, about 15. 
Mrs. Allison, Mother. 

Stage set: Scene in living room of the Allison home. Small table 
in center with several chairs grouped about is sufficient. 
David enters stage with a book in his hand. Also 

carries long sheet of paper and a hammer. Wears a 
black robe (chair gown suitable). Sits down on chair 
and deposits hammer on table beside him. Begins to 
read intently. Slowly, as if thinking about the meaning: 
“Luther was angry because the Church sold indulgences. 
He wrote out 95 Theses about those indulgences, which 
on October 31, 1517, he nailed on the door of the Church 
at Wittenberg, Germany.” He puts dcwn the book and 
takes the paper in his left hand, holds it up in midair, 
and with right fist goes through the motion of ham- 
mering. Ann enters with hat and coat on and two books 
under her arm. 

Ann: “What in the world are you doing? (Remoy- 
ing coat and hat, having slammed books on table.) 

David: “Never mind, I am busy rehearsing.” 

Ann: “Rehearsing? Rehearsing for what?” 

David: “You wouldn’t understand anyway. I’m 
Martin Luther, and I’m putting the Theses on the door.” 

Ann: “Martin Luther? What do you know about 
Martin Luther?” 

David: “Just what I read in books. Can’t you see 
I’m studying up on his life? Look at the book I’ve been 
reading.” 

Ann (looking at the book): “Martin Luther: The 
story of his life by Elsie Singmaster. Where did you 
get this book?” 

David: “It belongs to the Luther League. Jim gave 
it to me so I could be Martin Luther at the League play 
next Sunday.” 

Ann: “Well, I’m not interested! You can stop re- 
hearsing right now, and leave me alone.” 

David: ‘“What’s wrong, sis? Did you and Jim have 
another fight?” 

Ann: “No, but will you please go?” 

David: “O. K.” (goes to exit but returns) “I almost 
forgot my book. And I can’t do without that. That’s 
where I got all my good ideas.” (Exits) 

(Ann looks over the two books she brought home.) 

Ann: “I wonder what these books are? ‘Comrades 
Round The World, by S. Franklin Mack and Martin 
Luther. What? ‘Martin Luther: The Story of His Life,’ 
by Elsie Singmaster.’”’ (Ann throws the books down on 
the chair and says: “Why did Jim have to give me 
those books? He knows I don’t read and I don’t have 
time.” (Ann sits on chair.) 

(Mother enters—housedress and apron.) 

Mother: “What seems to be the trouble, Ann? Your 
brother tells me you interrupted his reading.” 

Ann: “Did he tell you about his acting, too?” 

Mother: “Yes, Ann, he did, and we must not dis- 
courage him. He is interested in the world of books, and 
we must not smother that interest. Books are friends— 
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friends ti.at nobody can take away from us. And the 
best books are those which make us think, just as Martin 
Luther is making David think. If a book is not worth 
thinking about, it is not worth reading. In Martin 
Luther, David is finding friendship with a great soul. In 
turn that friendship will give David higher ideals and a 
more devoted Christian character.” 

Ann: “I suppose you are going to tell me now that 
Jim got to be President of the League and President of 
his high school class because he is a bookworm?” 

(David enters and listens to the conversation.) 

Mother: “Ann, you have always called Jim a book- 
worm. You are not being fair to him. He has always 
read, but he has been careful to select what he reads. 
He has read good books regularly. These friends he has 
found inside the bookcovers have been stimulating and 
helpful. They have been one of the greatest influences 
in his life, and they have helped him to achieve the 
positions of honor he has among his friends.” 

Ann: “Jim gave me those two books to read. He 
said they are a part of the League reading course for 
this year.” (Picks up book and hands to Mother.) 

David: “That’s why Jim got to be President of the 
Luther League, ’cause he knows things. He reads books 
that give him better iceas. That’s why you are so 
grouchy, Ann; you just sit around and never get any 
new ideas. I’m gonna be like Jim, and maybe I'll be 
President of the Luther League, too. 

(Phone rings.) 


Bere 


David answers, turns to Ann and says: ‘Louise 
Grey is calling you, Ann. She wants to know whether 
you will go with her to Julia’s house this evening?” 

Ann: “Tell her I am staying at home tonight. I 
am going to read the story of Martin Luther.” 


A REVIEW OF “GREEN TIMBER,” BY 
ESTHER G. HUNT 
Submitted by Leona E. Becker 

“Green Timber” is the town to which untried Olaf 
Olson and his bride go, to minister to the people. Al- 
though Olaf has prepared for the ministry he has re- 
ceived no call, due to the recent depression and the 
scarcity of openings. 

The young couple have little more than their love 
—which began when Olaf drove a tractor for Ebba’s 
father, during harvest time—and their trailer. However, 
their hopes are high and Ebba is a firm believer in 
modern miracles. 

The parish of “Green Timber” is in need of a min- 
ister but has no Church. Olaf arranges meetings in the 
school house and becomes the first pas*or of this newly- 
formed congregation. His salary is small and depends in 
part on harvest offerings. However, they weather every 
difficulty and Ebba proves the source of great encour- 
agement to her young husband. From the time they 
establish themselves in the town, they meet adventure. 
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Some of the people are friendly; others are not. Situa- 
tions arise which call for all the Christian forbearance 
and tact that they can command. 

An important crisis arises when the school board 
rescinds its permission to use the building for the 
Church meetings. Taking his cue from the newly-ar- 
rived flowers of spring, Olaf holds his meetings out-of- 
doors, by the lake. Later, before winter arrives, his for- 
tunes change and through generous gifts he is able to 
build his first Church on the site. 

The story teems with action and interest. It is the 
story that can, and probably does, happen to young min- 
isters with the dream of service in their hearts. It is 
also the story of victory since we leave Olaf happy in 
his achievements, seasoned by experience, yet eager to 
push on to new “Green Timber.” 

“Tales from East and West,” compiled by M. B. 
Cobb and E. Young, is a thrilling compilation of stories 
of courage and loyalty, written about people from all 
the corners of the earth. 

It is the kind of book you can read for a few min- 
utes, put down, and think about for an hour. Every 


character in every story is that much alive. The stories 
do not concern themselves with unnecessary detail or 
description, but are vivid and come straight to the 
heart. Each story is a separate missionary lesson. 

In addition, for those of us whose imagination needs. 
a little spurring, there are clear, life-like pictures to 
help us realize that the boys and girls in the stories 
really are no different than we. They look different, dress 
differently, and live in entirely different surroundings. 
Otherwise we might forget that they are children of the 
world and not just ourselves or possibly our friends. 

Not only are folks from strange places in the book, 
but boys and girls from strange places in our own coun- 
try. Folks we might not appreciate or ever know, if 
we couldn’t read of their activity and see a picture of 
them and their homes. 

Twelve stories of missionary inspiration. Twelve 
different heroes. Twelve different backgrounds. Yet, as 
we turn the last page, we realize again that no matter 
how different they are, the love of God extends to every 
one in much the same tender way that it does to us. 

—LEONA E. BECKER 


Senior and Intermediate | opics Department 
SENIOR TOPICS 


Theme For June: ‘ 


June 2, 1940 
Second Sunday after Trinity 


THE CHRISTIAN’S DAY 
Psalm 145:1-7; 104:23, 24 
(By Rev. F, Eppling Reinartz, S.T.M., Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Suggested Program 


Just before the meeting is called to order, display a large poster on 
which you have printed in tall, heavy letters: “God Gave Us 
Today!” 

Have pianist play quietly: “Lord, For Tomorrow and Its Needs, 
I Do Not Pray.” (PSH 233) 

Announce the Topic and then lead in praying the following prayer: 
“O Gracious Father, since it is of Thy mercy that another day 
is added to our lives; we here dedicate both our souls and 
bodies to Thee and Thy service, in a sober, righteous, and godly 
life; in which resolution, do Thou, O merciful God, confirm and 
strengthen us; that, as we grow in age, we may grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.” 

Hymn: ‘Lord, For Tomorrow and Its Needs’? (PSH 233) 

Read and recommend for daily use the following statement of “‘Pur- 
pose For This Day:” “I will this day try to live a simple, sin- 
cere and serene life; repelling promptly every thought of dis- 
content, anxiety, discouragement, impurity and_ self-seeking; 
cultivating cheerfulness, magnanimity, charity and the habit of 
holy silence; exercising economy in expenditure, carefulness in 
conversation, diligence in appointed service, fidelity to every 
trust and child-like faith in God.” 

Read the Scripture Texts noted above 

Discussion of Topic 

Spec'al Music 

Offering 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Forth In Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” (PSH 335) 


Is Different 
The Christian’s day is different in many ways from 
the day of those who are not followers of Christ. The 
Christian does not, for example, take for granted the 
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gift of another day’s life. He thinks of it as a gift from 
the hand of God, a gift for which he is thankful. He 
considers each day a fresh opportunity for praise to God 
and service to his fellowman. At the opening of the 
day he gives his hand into the hand of God who is his 
guide. At the close of day he gives himself up to God 
knowing with what faithfulness and watchful care his 
sleep will be guarded. The Christian’s day is full of 
wonder. The fragrance of a rose, the goodwill of 
friends, the stately beauty of a tree in its new dress of 
leaves, the laughter of children, the power and useful- 
ness of a great machine, sunshine, starlight, home joys,— 
hundreds of things and people enrich life for him daily, 
and he never quits wondering at the goodness and grace 
of God which he sees expressed in them. 


“New every morning is the love 

Our waking and uptising prove, 

Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
Restcred to life and power and thought.” 


Is Valuable 

The Christian’s day has special value because that 
day is all he has. Yesterdays are gone forever. To- 
morrows may be hoped for but not guaranteed. “Boast 
not thyself of tomorrow, for thou knowest not what a 
day may bring forth.’ He has today. That is enough. 
He knows the wisdom of the old Latin motto which 
says, “Seize today!”’ The Christian therefore strives to 
make each day important, beautiful. His prayer is, “So 
teach me to number my days, that I may apply my 
heart unto wisdom.” 

One of the surest signs of growth in the Christian 
life is in our gaining steadily a heart-searching sense of 
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value of our days. As we enter more deeply into spir- 
itual interest time becomes one of the assets which we 
prize most highly. A Christian executive recently wrote: 
“My own method has been to live each day as though it 
were the only day I had to live and to crowd everything 
possible into that day. Pay no attention to the clock or 
to what you are paid, but work and live for all there 
is in you. ‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.’” 

It has been said of Christ that “in the shortest time 
He did the divinest work.” A thoughtful reading of the 
record of Jesus’ public ministry as it is given to us in 
the Gospel according to St. Mark, shows us the breath- 
taking swiftness with which Jesus moved through His 
days. The expression “and straightway” is used regu- 
larly by St. Mark to indicate how rapidly and purpose- 
fully he went from one blessed act to another. We who 
are His followers know that the longest life is all too 
short to build, even according to the most modest plans, 
the stately mansion of the soul which He would have 
us erect. This means that no day may be wasted. No 
time is available for aimless drifting and dreaming. 


Is Budgeted 

Because a Christian’s days are so valuable it is nat- 
ural and proper that he should budget their hours. 
There is no wise administration of money without a 
budget. Benjamin Franklin insisted that “Time is mon- 
ey.” Thomas Edison, who got more work-hours out of 
his days than most any person who has lived in this cen- 
tury, said, “Next to God we should reverence time.” It 
follows that there can be no wise administration of the 
trust of time without its careful allotment to those activ- 
ities which will make it yield blessings of lasting worth. 

That means, of course, that a Christian’s day will 
include a quiet time for communion with Christ. The 
physical body cannot remain in the state of health with- 
out regular refreshment. It can survive lack of food, 
drink and sleep for long periods. But cut off from the 
supply of air it dies quickly. A Christian’s prayer time 
brings his soul the vital breath without which it cannot 
long survive. The rapid pace which life sets for us in 
modern times makes it difficult for many Christians to 
set aside a tithe of time for growth in grace. We have 
rather to walk with God in all our round of activities. 
But a time budget which cannot reserve at least a brief 
holy time each day when communion with the Lord 
takes first place in our desires is not the time budget for 
a Christian. 

Furthermore, the Christian’s time budget will keep 
him from joining that numberless host of helpless ones 
who “have no time.’ A strong German proverb says, 
“That man alone lacks time who lacks a time plan.” 
The Christian knows that his day has as many hours 
and minutes in it as has the day of the most productive 
lives that are being lived. He does not therefore join 
in the melancholy dirge (“I have no time”) of those 
who are too much occupied with selfish interests, too 
indolent or too loveless to respond with any other ex- 
cuse when they are called to some useful service. “I 
don’t have time” can usually be interpreted to mean “I 
don’t have the will, the desire, the inclination to do the 
service that is requested.” It is remarkable to observe 
how much time for taking on helpful duties a day can 
afford if its hours are put to careful use. A Christian’s 
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heart is one of great willingness. To give that willing- 
ness expression the minutes of his life must be taught 
to yield their “sixty seconds worth of distance run.” 


Is Fearless 

Fear of the future has no place in the Christian’s 
day. He knows that the same God who has been his 
help in past days is his hope for future ones. The faith 
of St. Francis de Sales is typical Christian faith when 
it expresses itself in the following words: 

“Do not look forward to what might happen to- 
morrow; the same everlasting Father who cares for 
you today will take care of you tomorrow, and 
every day. Either he will shield you from suffering, 
or he will give you unfailing strength to bear it. Be 
at peace then, and put aside all anxious thoughts 
and imaginations.” 

St. Paul tells of his possessing that same faith when 
he writes in that brave 8th chapter of Romans, “I am 
persuaded that neither things present nor things to come 
* * * shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 

Nor does the lure of conquest or attainment at some 
indefinite future time rob days of their meaning and 
worth for the Christian. It was Emerson who counselled 
us to write it on our hearts “that every day is the best 
day of the year.’ The Christian is not forever getting 
ready. His days are not simply a dull preparation for 
tomorrow, a sort of poor waiting room in a railroad sta- 
tion, bleak and desolate enough, where he must sit until 
the train is ready to carry him to some happier place. He 
knows that the only way to make the future secure is 
to live whole-heartedly in the present day, to be present- 
minded, to fling one’s total self into the life of each day. 
Goethe put this into unforgetable words when he wrote, 
“Wherever thou art, be wholly there.” 


Is Productive of Good 
The Christian wants to “make good” every day. 
And by “make good” he does not mean what is usually 
meant by that expression, namely to attain success. No, 
the Christian wants to “make good” each day in the 
sense that he wants to be a source, a producer, an exam- 
ple of the good life daily. 


“If on our daily course our mind 

Be set to hallow all we find, 

New treasures still of countless price 
God will provide for sacrifice.” 


From his life, as from a fountain in a desert, there 
flows for his fellow-travelers the gift of the Spirit: love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance. He demands of himself: 


“Count that day lost whose low-descending sun 
Sees from thy hand no kindly action done.’ 


Discussion Questions 

1. You are given 24 hours in a day. How would 
you divide them in order to reach tomorrow a better 
person spiritually, mentally, socially, physically? 

2. Which part of the day should we reserve for our 
spiritual exercises? Why? 

3. Are the following statements true? Why? 

“In human hearts what bolder thought can rise 

Than man’s presumption on tomorrow’s dawn?” 

“Faith in tomorrow instead of today is Satan’s nurse 
for man’s destruction.” 


Eleven 


“God has promised forgiveness to your repentance: 
but He has not promised tomorrow to your delay.” 

4, Describe the most satisfactory day, from a Chris- 
tian point of view, which you have spent in 1940. 


June 9, 1940 
Third Sunday after Trinity 
THE CHRISTIAN’S YEAR 
II Timothy 3:14-16 
F. Eppling Reinartz, S.T.M., Philadelphia, 


(By Rev. Pa.) 


Suggested Program 
If you can get a quantity of very small 1940 calendars, give 
one to each perscn present. Clip to these calendars a little card on 
which you have written: “So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 


Sing one stanza each of an Advent, Christmas, Epiphany Hymn 
Read Psalm 121 responsively 
Announce Topic 
Read Scripture Text noted above 
Sing one stanza each of a Lenten, Easter, and Pentecost Hymn 
Discussion of Topic 
Special Music 
The Offering 
Sing one stanza each of a Trinity and Reformation Day Hymn 
Lord’s Prayer 
Is the Year of Our Lord 

In few things is the Lordship and Mastery of Jesus 
so openly acknowledged by the Christian as in his vearly 
commemoration of the mcst significant events in Jesus’ 
earthly life. No more dramatic illustration of the fact 
that Christ’s followers are IN the world but not OF 
it can be found than this: within the bounds of the civil 
year we have a Church Year which brings us into spe- 
cial understanding and sympathy witan our Lord’s life. 
From Advent, the four-week period of preparation for 
the celebration of Christ’s birth, to Ascension Day and 
His return to the Father, the Christ’an annually re-lives 
the Gospel narrative. By so doing the Church syste- 
matically teaches herself the facts of Jesus’ life, testifies 
of Him to the world, and deepens her devotion to her 
Saviour. This first or festival half of the Christian’s 
year is followed by the Trinitytide of from 22 to 27 
weeks during which the Church teaches the marks of a 
life consecrated to Him. 


The Lord's Day, which brings a celebration of the 
truth of Jesus’ resurrection at the opening of each week, 
is the very foundation of the Christian’s year. On that 
day the faithful worshiper hears the lessons of Holy 
Scripture which are historically designated for the Day 
and on whose truth the faith of the Church reposes. 
Leaving the Jewish Sabbath as no longer binding in its 
ancient form, we follow the example of the Apostles of 
the first century Church, in setting apart the first day 
of the week as holy unto the Lord, in which worldly 
employments and cares are to be laid aside, and God, 
His Word, and His worship are to occupy our attention. 
This regular and worthy observance of Sunday nourishes 
and sustains the Christian’s faith and guides him in its 
expression week after week and year after year. 


We have reason for ‘special gratitude in that our 
Lutheran Church, in harmony with the best life in the 
Church of more ancient times, seeks to reflect in the 
Church Year’s times and seasons the course and prog- 
ress of salvation both in the acts of Jesus and in the 
renewal of the soul and life. Our Church has its ap- 
pointed festivals of our Saviour’s birth, and of the show- 
ing forth of His grace and power. She has a fixed 


Twelve 


period, called Lent, in which she walks with Him on the 
way of His great humiliation and passion, where He 
takes her guilt upon Himself and yields Himself as an 
offering for her sins. Joy and peace are her portion as 
she celebrates Christ’s triumphant resurrection and as- 
cension. She has her time to exult in the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost and in the truth that God the Father, 
Scn and Holy Spirit is fulhlling His gracious promises 
in her people. She does not worship saints, but she 
remembers those whose faith she is to follow, and such 
as have by their holy living and dying illustrated the way 
of true blessedness, and left the impress of their godly 
lives upon the world. And all this rich life of thought, 
and feeling she has expressed through the most noble 
art and the most sacrificial serving. 


Is a Year of Grace 

If we were to write today’s date in a formal way, 
we would note it as follows: June 9, A. D. 1940. The 
letters “A. D.” are the initial letters of the Latin words 
Anno Domini which mean “The Year of Our Lord.” 
And if it is The Year of Our Lord then it must be a 
year of grace, a year in which the grace of Our Lord 
is available to all who by faith will receive it. Grace is 
the unmerited and undeserved favor of God given to 
men. The Christian knows that from one year’s end to 
the next it is the good grace of God which sustains his 
life. With St. Paul he confesses, “I live, yet not I, 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the grace of the Son of God who loved 
me and gave himself for me.” 


“For Thou crt our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy GRACE we waste away, 
Like flowers that wither and decay.” 


Includes an Inventory 
A Christian’s year should not only be a Year of 
Our Lord and therefore a year of grace, but it should 
also be a year of growth in grace. All Christians 
should regularly inquire what is their real estate of 
grace as to advancement. Our topic’s Scripture text 
calls us to continue firmly to believe the Scripture truths 
which were taught us in our childhood by godly elders. 
But the number of those Scripture truths which anchor 
us must steadily be increased, cur hold on them must 
be strengthened and our anchorage in them must. be 
shared with those who have no moorings for their souls. 
We ought to be actually advancing, and we ought to 
know it. To know it we must take stock of our Chris- 
tian life from year to year. And if we are growing into 
closer and closer union with the Father through a con- 
stantly increasing faith in His Son, and if we are more 
and more under the influence of the Holy Spirit, it will 
show itself in some of the following ways: 
We will 
Have an increasingly alert and responsive con- 
science; 
Have greater reliance upon the promises of God’s 
Word; 
Have a fuller enjoyment of the Lord’s Day in 
the Lord’s way; ; 
Have a greater desire for the salvation of others; 
Have a more constant will to speak freely of 
Christ to those who are and those who are not 
His followers; 
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Be less inclined to magnify the faults and make 
visible the weaknesses of others; 

Show a fuller measure of gentleness in deportment 
and conversation; 

Advance in our prayer life from making requests 
of God to thankful enjoyment of communion 
with Him; 

Have more inclination to think of disappointments 
and hardships as not worthy of complaint; 

Be less affected by changes in our place of serv- 
ice and our circumstances; 

Have an increasing carefulness in the formation 
of good habits, including those most and least 
visible to others. 


Passes Swiitly 

The Christian’s year swings swiftly through the 
cycle from Advent to Advent. “It is soon cut off.’ This 
gives the Christian life a certain urgency. “Do it 
now!” while it is day, before the night comes when 
no man can work, are words that have a familiar and 
commanding sound to him. He knows he must render 
an account of lifetime which the Lord of the Years 
gives him. For him each new Christian year is, 


“Another year of mercies, 
Of fatthfulness and grace, 
Another year of gladness 
In the shining of God’s face. 


Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise, 
Another year of proving 
God’s presence all the days. 


Another year of service, 
Of witness for God’s love, 
Another year of training 
For holier work above.” 


Discussion Questions 

1. The Christian’s growth has been compared to 
a river whose power gets greater as one tributary after 
another flows into it. Is this a good comparison? Why? 

2. Can others judge our own spiritual growth bet- 
ter than we ourselves can? Why? 

3. Why would it be proper to sing Easter hymns 
every Sunday? ; 

4. What one influence has helped you most in this 
year? 

5. Name the main festivals of the Christian Year 
and tell what event or truth they celebrate. 


June 16, 1940 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
THE CHRISTIAN’S PERSON 


I Corinthians 6:19, 20 
(By Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, S.T.M., Philadelphia, Pa.) 


Suggested Program 
Read the Scripture Text, I Corinthians 6:19,20. It calls us to 
hold fast its Bible truths we learned in childhood. Begin the meet- 
ing by requesting all present to quote a Scripture Text learned when 
they were very young. 


Hymn: “Father of Mercies in Thy Word” (PSH 118) 

Psalm 1 to be read in unison 

Prayer: ““O God, in the days when life seems so hopeful and care- 
free and joyous, may we not, in our desire for freedom and 
fun and achievement, trifle with great forces and great prin- 
ciples, and thus store up for ourselves in our later years reser- 
voirs of bitterness and remorse. May we never de'ude ourselves 
into thinking that we can have an unrestrained fling now, and 
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then turn untouched to Thy Way in later life, when our de- 
sires shali have been satisfied. Keep us from degrading or be- 
littling the personalities of others. Help us to shun dreams 
and thoughts and acts which will degrade us and fill our souls 
with all sorts of darkness and despair. In our social and per- 
sonal lie may we ever keep foremost the value of integrity and 
respect and character. As we differ and grow impatient with 
those who are older, may we not in our revolt give ourselves 
over to perilous recklessness, but rather devote our talents and 
energies to making better character and a better world than the 
one in which our forbears lived. This we ask in the name of 

Him who taught us to live abundantly and joyously and help- 

fully. Amen.” 

Hymn: “Yield Not To Temptation’ (PSH 214) 

Discussion of Topic 

Special Music 

Offering 

Recite together Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed (PSH, bottom of Page 53) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Where Cross The Crowded Ways of Life’ (PSH 169) 

What It is 

By the subject “A Christian’s Person’? we mean the 
Christian’s deepest and truest life. This life is lived in 
a human body which helps to make every human being 
different and distinct from every other human being who 
has ever lived. God does not only give each of us a mind 
and soul which are our own, but he also gives that mind 
and soul a bodily dwelling place which is very much our 
own. This being to whom we refer when we say “I,” 
“Myself,” “Me,” is the product of harmonious living of 
a God-given mind and soul and the marvelous body 
which the Creator has given us. In the Christian’s per- 
son the interaction of the body, mind and spirit is so 
complete that the whole person is present in the expres- 
sions of any of its three elements. 

But the more earnestly we strive to give a full and 
satisfactory definition of what we mean by “person” the 
more surely we are forced to confess that Christ, “who 
knew what was in man,’ never tried to define man’s 
“person.” The closest He came to doing so was in His 
statement of the “greatest commandment.” He said, 
you remember, that the true love to God of which that 
commandment spoke required that our feelings, our 
thoughts, our wills and our bodies had united to yield 
God full allegiance. As a rule, the Master was content 
to use the personal pronouns, “Thou,” “Thy,” etc., and 
by them He meant the entire person. 


Its Value 

Now what did He have to say about that deepest 
life of people? Time and time again He proclaimed the 
immeasurable worth of every person in the sight of 
God. And He called all men to begin looking at each 
other through the eyes of God. The “last,” “least” and 
“lost,” Jesus constantly reminds us, are God’s special 
concern. For Him even the lowliest was high. His 
language and His illustrations were especially impres- 
sive when He spoke of the value in which the individual 
is held by God and should be held by man. He said 
that in the balances of God one person’s truest and best 
life would outweigh all the material worth in the world. 
We have difficulty in understanding how revolutionary 
Jesus’ words were at the time He uttered them. In His 
time life was cheap. Slavery was common. Human 
brawn took the place of machinery. Boats were pro- 
pelled by galley slaves; when one died a’rowing he was 
thrown overboard and another was chained to his seat 
and his car. Women were household slaves for the most 
part and the rights of a child were as unknown’ as an 
airplane. 


Thirteen 


In the face of such contempt for the value of a 
person Jesus came preaching “good tidings to the poor 
* * * release to the captives * * * liberty for them that 
are bruised.” And through the centuries which bear His 
name He has continued in the words and works of His 
followers to proclaim the worth of an individual. Said a 
trustworthy New Testament scholar, “Jesus Christ was 
the first to bring the value of every human soul to light, 
and what He did no one can anymore undo.” But it 
remains for every individual Christian to follow the 
Master in this and make His principle the one according 
to which he will live. 


Is to Be Reverenced 

Reverence for his own person is clearly a part of 
the Christian’s life. It was the Master who used the 
words “temple” and “body” in the same breath. St. 
Paul writes to a company of Christian believers in one 
of the most corrupt cities of his time, “* * * the temple 
of God is holy, which temple ye are.” MReverence for our 
own body, and a determination not to let it be defiled 
by giving free rein to wild bodily appetites or to impair 
its strength by careless health habits are certainly a 
Christian’s sacred duties. But even more so is it a mark 
of a Christian person to develop to the fullest possible 
degree every faculty of the body in order that it may 
be the effective tool through which a growing mind and 
spirit get free expression. We can all echo the prayer 
of the old Scotch weaver, “O God help me to hold a 
high opinion of myself.” 

But if our own persons are to be reverenced as holy, 
so much more so are Christians to respect profoundly 
the persons of others. This is true in the most intimate 
as well as the most casual relationships. Christian par- 
ents have the will to give the persons of their children 
a fully rounded development. Christian children know 
and practice the commandment through which God calls 
them to honor their fathers and their mothers. 
Among Christian youth the honorable lover knows that 
the girl or boy beloved has sacredness. This holy re- 
gard for others is so strong in the believer that it richly 
colors all his living. The Christian approaches all men 
with the expectation of finding beneath commonplace, 
sordid or even repulsive externals some qualities of love, 
loyalty, heroism, aspiration, repentance, which prove 
them to be God’s children. It is a mark of Christ’s man 
that he invariably shows a concern for the self-respect 
of others. 


Reverence and Personality Especially 
Needed Now 
In a time when some of the strongest nations of the 
world have thrown aside this holy regard for the person 
of their fellow-men and have joined battle in war, it 
becomes our duty to assert and to live the principle of 
reverence for every human life. We must guard against 
the hatreds which slay in our hearts people of other 
nations. If we are ever to make a lasting contribution 
to the peace of the world it will be made through mil- 
lions of Christ’s followers who are ready to live heroi- 
cally by the principle that every human life is to be held 
in reverence. 
Lives Forever 
“* * * Whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life.’ That is Christ’s promise. 
That means that the worth of the Christian’s person is 
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so great to God that He wants to preserve it forever. 
This truth gives added dignity to the Christian’s life. 
He is a deathless Son of God. Let all of us who have 
this faith strive to live as those who by God’s grace are 
immortal. 
Discussion Questions 

1. Does the worth in God’s sight of every living 
person require that God’s people be missionaries? Why? 

2. The motto of the famous medical missionary to 
Africa, Albert Schweitzer, is “Reverence for Life.” How 
could a missionary among very primitive people apply 
such a motto? 

3. How does war violate Jesus’ teaching concerning 
the sacredness of human life? 

4. A good way to overcome a wrong habit is to put 
a right one in its place. Why is this true? 

5. We must live with ourselves more than with 
anybody. Why should we always keep this in mind? 


June 23, 1940 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 


HOW TO ENJOY LIFE—JESUS WAY 
John 15:9-13 
(By Rev. Ralph W. Lind, B.D., York, Pa.) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: “Rejoice, The Lord Is King!” (PSH 192) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 16 
Hymn: “O Happy Home!” (PSH 306) 
Scripture Lesson: John 15:9-13 
Sentence Prayers 
Special Music 
Presentation of Topic 
Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be’ (PSH 278) 


Bible Readings 


Isaiah 61:3. Christ appointed to give a new and joyful life. 

Ecclesiastes 2:10, 11. The joys of the soul will not be found in 
secking earthly joys. 

Romans 14:17. 
tites being satisfied. 


Spiritual joys are different than physical appe- 


John 16:24. Answers to prayer bring joy. 
Psalm 40:8. We should find joy in God. 
Jude 24. Saints shall be presented in glory with joy. 


A Life to Live 

You did not ask to be born. But you are here. The 
most sensible thing is to get the best out of life. The 
question is how shall I get the most out of life, how 
shall I enjoy it most? Some people are happy and some 
are miserable. There is a right way and a wrong way 
to live. The right way brings joy; the wrong way may 
bring passing pleasures, but leaves one unsatisfied, dis- 
contented and miserable. 

Ralph Waldo Trine wrote a book, “What All the 
World is Seeking.” His theme was, what all the world 
is seeking is happiness. We may take a thousand dif- 
ferent ways to achieve this happiness. The world offers 
it’s ways to find a happy life. 

Jesus Christ also offers an abundant and enjoyable 
way of life. 


The World’s Way to Enjoy Life 

The world says you can get enjoyment in living by 
getting rich, reveling in luxury, unrestrained eating, by 
using beer, wines and liquor, by dancing, theatre going, 
card playing, gambling, petting parties and the like. The 
world says, “Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you 
may die; give the flesh expression, that is what it was 
made for.” The world says, “Don’t let God or anything 
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hinder your pleasures. The Chris- 
tians are kill-joys.” 
The World’s Way Tested 

A woman in New York City who has much wealth 
is greatly discontented. She attends most all the the- 
atres; drinks to suit her fancy; and buys the pleasures 
the world affords. God has little or no place in her life. 
She has tried the world’s method to produce an enjoy- 
able life, but has found its pleasures fleeting and un- 
satisfying. 

A few years ago a wealthy manufacturer committed 
suicide in his luxurious apartment. He would have noth- 
ing to do with the Christian faith, He was fed up on 
the world’s way to enjoyment and got tired of living 
and quit by suicide. The world’s method wears out. It 
does not give lasting pleasure. 

A poor woman with a large family tried the world’s 
way to happiness. She got converted to the Christian 
faith. A few years later she said to her pastor, though 
she was still poor, “I have gotten so much real joy out 
of life since I became a Christian I would not go back 
to my old way of living for the best automobile and the 
best house in town.” 


You only live once, 


The Verdict 

The world’s way on how to find enjoyment has been 
tested by educated and uneducated, by rich and 
poor, and has been found wanting. The verdict is: the 
world’s way does give passing pleasures but they do not 
satisfy. They stimulate the mind and body but leave a 
void in the soul. Without soul satisfaction and peace 
life is humdrum and scarcely worth living. The writer 
of Ecclesiastes says he indulged in every source of hu- 
man joy and found them unsatisfying. (Ecclesiastes 
2:10, 11) 

The Jesus Way, to Enjoy Life 

God has never guaranteed His people to have no 
trouble and trials. In fact He has guaranteed that His 
people will have these things, and His guarantee goes 
further that He will get His people safely through them 
and at last to dwell with Himself. He has guaranteed 
also that though there are trials there is joy and peace 
in.doing His will. Jesus came to seek and save the lost 
(Luke 19:10) and to give men an abundant life (John 
10:10) and fill their hearts with joy. (John 15:11.) 

Enjoyment Found Only by a Right Beginning 

Some people are disappointed with the Christian life. 
It has not produced the peace and joy that was promised 
to them. Life is only enjoyed when one has his sins 
forgiven and has the gift of the Holy Spirit. “The 
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteous- 
ness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). 
At Pentecost Peter told the people how to get a right 
start in the Jesus way of life. He said, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38.) About three thousand 
people took his prescription and got saved that day and 
got a right start as to how to enjoy life the Jesus way. 
The prescription contained four things, which were: re- 
pentance, faith in Christ, the forgiveness of sins, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 


Many Disappointed with the Christian Life 
The reason many people do not enjoy the Christian 
life is because they approve of this prescription but have 
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not taken it. They are trying to live a life that never 
began. They have approved of Christ and His church 
and joined the church on that basis, They do not enjoy 
the Christian Life because they do not have Christ, His 
forgiveness or the Holy Spirit. All they have is their 
names on a church roll and a mistaken idea that every- 
thing is right with their souls. They are disappointed 
because the test of experience gives them neither peace 
or joy in believing; and disappointed they drift away. 

Approval of Christ and His church can never be a 
substitute for genuine repentance and a personal heart 
surrender to Christ, and Him alone, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Without repentance and faith the soul is un- 
changed and none the richer though the creed is sub- 
scribed to and the name placed on the church roll. Bap- 
tism without genuine repentance and faith does not con- 
fer forgiveness, It is not magic. Simon the Sorcerer at 
Samaria was baptized by Philip. When Peter came 
along, and unless Peter didn’t know what he was talking 
about, Simon had not merely sinned but had not received 
salvation. Peter declared his heart was not right with 
God and that he was in the “gall of bitterness” and still 
under the ‘“‘bond of iniquity.” (Acts 8:9-24.) There is no 
substitute for the right start in the Christian life. And 
it was Peter who told the right way at Pentecost and 
who rebuked Simon. 


The Right Way to Be Saved 

The Scripture speaks of “saved” people. They are 
saved who have their sins forgiven and who have the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter laid down two conditions 
to get your sins forgiven and get the Holy Spirit and 
thus be saved, Saved people are the happiest people. 

Condition number one is: Repentance. Repentance 
means I am sorry enough for my sins that by the help 
of God I am willing to quit them. 

Condition number two is: Faith in Christ for the 
forgiveness of sin. We call it “saving faith.” Saving 
faith means I trust heart and soul in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God’s son, to forgive me my sins and save me. 
Result number one: Forgiveness. When I repent and 
trust in Jesus Christ as a Person to forgive me I get my 
sins forgiven on the spot at once. That is what was 
promised and experienced at Pentecost (Acts 2:38, 41). 
“Whosoever believeth in Him (Christ) shall receive the 
remission of sins’ (Acts 10:43). Remission or forgive- 
ness is given at once upon believing or trusting in Christ. 
Such are “saved” as Acts 16:31, declares, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” To realize 
oneself forgiven and saved gives joy. Upon repentance 
and faith one is forgiven, saved, and made a child of 
God. (John 1:12.) 

Result number two: The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The simple declaration is that upon repentance and faith 
we receive the Holy Spirit as a gift to abide in us and 
to bear His fruit, among which are, “peace and joy.” 
We dare to believe we receive Him. By experience we 
prove we have received Him by evidence of His fruit 
being borne in our lives. 


Christ’s Joy Is to Become Our Joy 
“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 
(John, 15:11.) Though a man of sorrows Christ also 
knew the heart’s choicest joys. What was the joy of 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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“The sun, the moon, the stars, the seas, the hills, the plains— 
Are not these, O Soul, the vision of Him who teigns?”’ 


—Tennyson 


“To him who, in the love of nature, holds 
Communion with her visible forms, she speaks 
A various language; for his gayer hours—”’ 


—Bryant, ““Thanatopsis”’ 


Sixteen 


Sunset and wraiths of ships 
Silhouetted against the sky, 
In the distance a white sail dips, 
And a gull wheels by! 
—Ivy O. Eastwick 


We build the ladder by which we tise 

From lowly earth to the vaulted skies 

And mount to the summit round by round. 
—J. G. Holland 
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Like smoke, curling across the sky 
The white clouds go a-dtifting by; 
Lagging where the sun has shone, 
And then, toward darkness drifting on. 


I chatter over stony ways, 
In little sharps and trebles. 
—Tennyson 


How like a queen comes forth the lonely Moon 


From the slow opening curtains of the clouds Go where the waters fall 
Walking in beauty to her midnight throne. 2 Sheer from the mountain's height. 
—George Croly, “‘Deana’’ ‘ —John Keble 
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Seventeen 


Jesus? It was doing the Father’s will and fulfilling His 
mission in life. (John 17:3, 4); and in saving lost souls 
(Luke 19:10; 15:5) even though it meant a cross. He 
looked forward with joy to being back in Heaven at the 
Father’s right hand with those he saved. (Hebrews 12:2). 

We are to have His joy too through His promises 
in John, chapters 14 and 15, and the service we can ren- 
der by fruit bearing. We too shall enjoy life as we have 
as our chief purpose to do the Father’s will, and do 
whatever we can in His program of redeeming a lost 
world. 

Our joys are increased by the study and knowledge 
of God’s word; by service willingly given even though it 
may require sacrifice; and daily trusting Christ to keep 
us out of sin; and winning others to Christ that He may 
save them. 

The Jesus Way Tested 

A man told S. D. Gordon: “The delight of my life 
has been to select young people who were not Christians 
and invite them to my home for a pleasant dinner. After 
dinner we would go to my library and I would tactfully 
tell them of Jesus and softly ask them to let Jesus be 
their friend. It has been the delight of my life to have 
man after man accept Jesus in my library corner.” Dr. 
Gordon told this in an address. At the close of the 
meeting a man gripped his hand and said, “I am one of 
those fellows. There are a lot of us who thank God 
for that man’s library corner.” 

No one ever died sorry that they had Christ as a 
Saviour and had served Him faithfully. Thousands have 
died in regret that they did not know His joy and His 
salvation. 

There is no good recreation and earthly joy denied 
to the faithful Christian. He has every lawful earthly 
joy plus the unspeakable joy of salvation. 

The way to enjoy life is to be saved the Jesus way, 
and do your Heavenly Father’s will the Jesus way in 
loving and willing obedience, and in bearing the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit in willing service. This is the most 
joyful life possible in a sinful world. Christian joy be- 
comes sweetest when we delight in Christ just for Him- 
self. We are thankful for blessings, but love the Blessor. 
We rejoice in being saved, but delight in the Saver. 
Then we know what He meant “that your joy might be 
full”—at it’s best. 

Questions 

1. What do you desire most and what would you 
give to get it? 

2. What gives you the most pleasure in living? 

3. Can you name three things that give you real 
joy in living? 

4. Do your amusements strengthen you in body and 
brain or do they weaken you? 

5. Do they make resistance to temptation easier or 
harder? 

6. Do they increase or lessen love for virtue, purity, 
temperance and justice? 

7. Do they increase or decrease respect for man- 
hood and womanhood? 

8. Do they draw one nearer to or remove one fur- 
ther from Christ? 

9. Can you say that you really have learned how to 
enjoy life? 

10. If so, what are the things that have given you 
joy in living? 
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June 30, 1940 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS—THEIR PLACE 


AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY 


Romans 10:1-17 
(By Rev. Henry O. Yoder, Ann Arbor, Michigan) 


Suggested Program 
(Before the meeting it would be very profitable to secure good 
reproductions of one or all of the following pictures: Plockhorst’s 
“Suffer Little Children To Come Unto Me;” Hofmann’s ‘Suffer 
Little Children; H. Clementz, “Christ Blessing Little Children.’’) 


Hymn: “Thou Whose Almighty Word” 

Poem: “Giving” 

Scripture Lesson: Romans 10:1-17 

Prayer: ‘‘Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Thou Who didst out 
of Thy pure love, give Thy dear Son as the Saviour of all who 
would believe, grant unto us the Light of Thy Gospel. Give us 
direction who know Thy truth so that we may properly pro- 
claim it in our homes, within our own nation and to all the 
lands of the world. Send forth the Light of Thy Word that all 
who are living in the darkness and ignorance of sin may come 
to see the Way to walk in the glorious light of Thy Saving 
Grace. Strengthen all the works of Thy Church that it may 
serve as the Body of Jesus Christ and that we who are mem- 
bers of the Church may serve as heralds of Thy Holy Name.” 
Amen. (You might also use Collects 53 or 54 under Missions 
in the Common Service Book.) 

Hymn: ‘“‘Where Cross The Crowded Ways of Life” 

Topic: “Christian Missions—Their Place and Our Responsibility” 

Offering (Pianist softly playing ‘“‘From Greenland’s Icy Mountains’) 

Hymn: ‘Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun” 

Closing Prayer (This prayer should be free prayer, bringing before 
God the earnest wishes of the group as a result of the topic 
study.) 

Giving 
There is no true alms which the hand can hold; 
He gives nothing but worthless gold 
Who gives from a sense of duty; 
But he who gives but a slender mite, 
And gives to that which is out of sight, 
That thread of the all-sustaining Beauty 
Which tuns through all and doth all unite— 
The hand cannot clasp the whole of his alms, 
The heart outstretches its eager palms, 
For a God goes with it and makes it store 


To the soul that was starving in darkness before. 
—Golden Book of Religious Verse, Thomas Clark 


Bible Readings 


John 1:35-42. John, the Baptist, announces Jesus as the Lamb 
of God. Personal communion of Andrew with Jesus sent him as a 
witness to his own brother, Simon Peter. 


Matthew 4:18-22. The willingness to serve should always be 
our response to the call of Jesus. Observe the four fishermen. 


Acts 1:6-11. The time of the Restoration of the Kingdom of 
God is in God’s hands but until that time the Church has been 
commissioned to serve at home and abroad. This involves us. Power 
is promised to such a Church. 


Acts 16:9-16. It is exceedingly tragic when a Church has lost 
its vision. Paul as a missionary of the Church, went into Europe in 
obedience to a divine call. Are there modern places which should 
serve as our fields of service? 


Matthew 28:16-20. Here we face the Divine Command. The 
Church has been told to teach and baptize—again a promise of His 
Presence and Power. 


What Are Christian Missions? 

You could read many answers to this question. If 
you were to read “Rethinking Missions” you would have 
one of the answers but not the one which would satisfy 
us. Here is one that I have read which is clear and sim- 
ple. “Christian missions are the many proclamations of 
the Gospel to the unconverted everywhere in accordance 
to the command of Christ.” The word mission itself 
comes from the Latin word “Mitto” meaning to send. 
Christian missions then implies that persons are sent out 
for Christian purposes. The word Christian immediately 
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tells us the body responsible for the service rendered by 
the “sent ones.” The above definition tells us definitely 
to whom they are sent. The unconverted everywhere 
includes those within our own homes, our own commu- 
nity, our own nation and the world. So many people 
think of missions involving only those of other lands. 
Let us in this study think of the many millions in our 
own land who are unconverted. 

Jesus Christ was a “sent one” for He always served 
as one very conscious that He had been sent by God 
“to seek and to save those which are lost.” John 20:21 
“As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.” 

Now, the history of the church is the accumulation 
of millions who believed and believe that Jesus has sent 
them to those who are in the darkness of sin. Start 
with Paul and end with the modern men like Schweit- 
zer, Kagawa and Grenfell and you will observe the broad 
sweep of the church from Antioch to all the nations of 
the world. Men acting in faith in the promise of Christ, 
at home and abroad have and are extending Christian 
missions. 


What Are the Motives Which Have and Are 
Prompting Men of the Church To 
Extend Christian Missions? 

Loyalty—I ask you to read the above Bible Read- 
ings carefully. You will then come to see that men 
knew Christ as God’s own Son, the Saviour of men, the 
Forgiver of Sins, that they out of loyalty, gratitude and 
love were willing to be spent and sent for Him. They 
were also willing to serve as He asked. You may say 
that loyalty is not the highest motive. We could agree 
if we were to forget who the Christian serves. We be- 
lieve that Christ is not only Head of the church but 
Master of our lives. He has as head of the church and 
my life given commands. He has commanded His be- 
lievers to love God with all their hearts, mind and 
strength and our neighbors as we love ourselves. He 
has commanded His church to go into all nations to 
teach and baptize. If we are sincere in our faith then 
as loyal servants we will serve the Master on His terms. 
We will look for all opportunities to serve in full ac- 
cord with His command. Today the church is suffer- 
ing as a result of the lack of loyalty on the part of those 
who profess membership in His church. Loyalty to our 
Christ is not slavery such as we find loyalty to a dic- 
tator becoming. 

Gratitude or Thanksgiving—When Paul changed 
from the unconverted to the converted he was so gratetul 
that he considered himself serving willingly and cheer- 
fully as a thank-offering to God. Have you ever stopped 
to consider what a rich heritage and blessing your Chris- 
tian home and training have been to you? Do you con- 
sider men foolish who will want to give themselves to 
serve others as a result of Christian love for them? 
Have you ever thought that if you had not had Chris- 
tian missions you might be one who bows down to wood 
and stone? Every Christian should out of gratitude feel 
that the least he can do for all the Blessings Christ gives 
is to be grateful and thankful and willingly share for 
others to know the same joys he feels. 

Love—This is naturally the most compelling of all 
Christian motives. We must constantly feel that God 
out of His pure love generously, spontaneously gave 
Himself in Christ. He gave His Son for sinners. Man 
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did not deserve such love. Christ on the Cross shows 
us the cost of sin and the price of forgiveness. If we 
feel and know He did that for us can we stand idly by 
and see men going on in their blindness walking, grop- 
ing for Light. Two men were on the same boat going 
up one of the rivers of China, one was a man represent- 
ing a large industry, the other was a missionary. One 
looked upon the Chinese on the river banks as “dirty 
Chinks” while the other said “I see them as human 
souls to be warmed by the love of Christ.” It makes 
a difference when we are motivated by love. We love 
God because He first loved us. 


Fields of Service—A brief word might be in order 
as to fields of service for a Luther Leaguer. It is always 
the hope of a Luther League that some young person 
will be so convinced of the importance of Christian mis- 
sions that he or she will prepare for full time service as 
a missionary, nurse, doctor, deaconess or any other form 
of full service. The Bible clearly tells us that Andrew 
went to his own home for his field of labor. Dean 
Charles R. Brown says Andrew is remembered for bring- 
ing a much abler man to Christ than himself. I know 
a woman who brought four from her own home to 
Christ and all of them were over twenty-one when she 
with her Lord served this way. Jesus told His disciples 
they were to witness in Jerusalem (home city) Judea 
(home state) Samaria (a neighboring state, hated alike 
by all Jews) and uttermost parts of the earth. You have 
within your community those who are living in darkness 
of sin. You have those who are suffering because of 
race hatred in your city. Look for them. What have 
you or your league done to correct the hatred for the 
Negro, the Jew and the person who has suffered un- 
justly from slander? This is one phase of Christian mis- 
sions. Our nation is being torn from all sides by un- 
godly persons and philosophies. Do you believe that the 
very work of the church is what is needed? Can you 
for an instant believe Christ would fan the flames of 
class hatred in our land? Do you feel that the league 
is to be complimented for the Medical Center at Kon- 
narock? What are you doing as a league to see that 
your church is meeting its benevolence in full? Are you 
sharing your money for such causes? Remember the 
Board of American Missions is serving of 500 churches 
in America. What kind of a college are you going to 
select for your advanced training? Some of us who are 
in University Centers feel this is a very vital issue for 
youth. By supporting the Church properly you can be 
an international witness for Christ. Our Foreign Mis- 
sion Board depends upon the church to fulfill its hopes 
and aspirations to serve the unconverted everywhere. 
They need the funds to send the “sent ones.” 

Our Responsibilities—The Lord has trusted His 
church? Read Acts 26:18 again. We have been entrust- 
ed with a gigantic task to open eyes, to turn men from 
darkness to light, from the power of Satan to the Power 
of God. We can do it if we trust Christ who gives us 
His Promise of both His Power and Presence. 

Political philosophies today are not only outwardly 
opposing Christianity but are declaring themselves as 
religions for the people. The religion of blood and soil 
is a:mighty threat to our faith. The tragic fact is that 
millions are accepting these false messiahs and giving 
to them their full allegiance. 
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We have studied the fields in which we can serve 
and by so doing we certainly have become aware of our 
responsibility. It is to put it frankly up to each one of 
us to do our work. We must recall that Christian Mis- 
sions works in accordance with the commands of Christ. 
Our responsibility will be discharged when we do all 
we can to make Christ known through His Word, His 
Sacraments and the many works of love and service the 
Church can render in His Name. God opens eyes, turns 
men from darkness to a glorious Light if we get the 
Word to the people with blind eyes and perverted wills. 
God will take men out of the ranks of the selfish leaders 
to His Church when men know that God loves and for- 
gives. What prompted Livingstone to stay in Africa 
and serve even against the pleadings of Stanley? What 
Prompts Schweitzer to turn his back on a great and 
glorious life as a great musician to serve as a surgeon 
in Africa?—He sees what happens when men have been 
changed by Christ from junglemen to Sons of God. 
Karl Heim rightly says “The essense of Christianity does 
not lie in a philosophy or a system of doctrines, nor in 
an ethic but in a Person. Christianity stands or falls 
with the Divine authority of Christ.” 


Some Questions Relative to the Topic 
Can you see any connection between Christian Mis- 


sions and the Early History of the Lutheran Church in; 
America? (Remember such characters as. Muhlenberg.) 
Discover by reading the history of your local church 
what place Christian Missions had in its early history.. 

In light of recent happenings how could you justify 
mission work in China, Japan where either war or po- 
litical powers are hindrances to Christian work? Is 
Albert Schweitzer right in declaring that Christianity is 
optimistic for it offers to man a God who can take all 
the seemingly bad and bring from it a good? 

How can the church through Christian missions 
demonstrate a better and more permanent social, eco- 
nomic and political life than countries ruled by dictators? 

Do Christian Missions have any other justifiable 
reasons for operating other than to teach Christ as the 
Saviour of men? 
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The Theme For Month: The “M” Series 


June 2, 1940 


MISSIONARY—OUR FIELD 
Matthew 9 :35-38 
(By Mrs. E. W. Hammer, Meriden, Connecticut) 


Preparation 

Send for a sufficient number of the leaflet ‘“‘Lutheran Foreign 
Missions of North America’ (free). This is a small outline map 
showing the location of mission work sponsored by Lutheran 
Churches in America. Also, if it is possible, secure a McKinley’s 
Wall Outline Map of the World (60 cents). Hunt up a string of 
Christmas Tree lights. Punch holes where our U. L. C. A. Missions 
are located. Screw bulbs through the holes into the sockets and at 
the proper time light up our Mission Stations. As India is our 
largest work, the light might be star-shaped. Both maps can be 
secured from the Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muhlenberg 
Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The devotional program and Bible readings will be found in the 
Intermediate Quarterly Helps. 


When Jesus came down to earth all the power of 
the Kingdom of God was released through Him. That 
power went out from Him when He preached to all 
who would hear Him—in the synagogues, by the shore 
of the sea—on mountain tops—anywhere—everywhere, 
where two or three or thousands would gather to listen. 
“Never man spake like this man.” (John 7:46) And to 
His preaching was added teaching. “And He sat down 
and taught them.” (John 8:2) Jesus taught them how 
to pray. He taught them a spiritual code in His sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) which is sometimes spoken 
of as the Ten Commandments spiritualized. He inter- 
preted for them the Old Testament—His “Bible’—and 
men called Him “Rabbi,’ as for instance, Nicodemus 
(John 3:2) who said: “We know Thou art a Teacher 
come from God.” Along with Jesus’ preaching and 
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teaching went healing. Wherever He went, if men be- 
lieved, sickness and disease left them and they expe- 
rienced the inexpressible joy of healthy bodies. 

Then Jesus went back to His Father—back to the 
Kingdom of God—but not before He had commissioned 
some faithful followers to carry on—“‘Go ye ... and 
teach all nations.” (Matthew 28:19)—not before He had 
told them to pray for necessary assistance (Matthew 
9:38). 

In these few verses of our text we have practically 
the whole program of our Christian missions today: 

The Work of Evangelism—Preaching. 
The Work of Teaching—Educational Missions. 
The Work of Healing—Medical 

Yes, and we might even include under Teaching, 
Agricultural Missions. Jesus was so familiar with that 
phase of man’s labor also: The Sowers, the Reapers, the 
Laborers, the wheat and the tares and the harvest and 
the field. 

It is about the “Field’—‘Our Field”’—that we want 
to talk to you boys and girls through the medium of this 
topic. Where is the field or God’s Harvest, where He 
wants us to work? For each of us it begins just where 
it began with Jesus—right where we are, But it must 
not stop there. For many people it does and they be- 
come narrow and ingrown: 


Missions. 


“The world stands out on either side 
No wider than your heart is wide.’’ 


“We must widen our interests and sympathies to 
include more and more people” so they all become part 
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of your world and you begin to comprehend that the 
“harvest” Jesus wants “laborers” for covers the whole 
wide world. His first immediate followers couldn’t do 
it but they did the best they could and carried the mes- 
sage of the Gospel as far as they were able. When death 
reunited them with their Lord, others took up the work 
where they left off and so on through all the centuries 
that have passed. 

What tales of heroism, what personal sacrifices, what 
suffering and hardship, what loneliness, and yet with 
it all, what a joy of fellowship with the Son of God was 
theirs who blazed the trail for the cross—who lived and 
are living to give to the world the saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. However, most of us cannot experience 
the unusual. Most of us will spend the rest of our lives 
right where we are now. Our personal field of influence 
may be just our little village, town or a city, great or 
small. But I submit to you that we can be missionary 
workers and world citizens wierever we might chance 
to live. Meet visitors from other lands and listen to mis- 
sionaries. Read mission books which introduce you to 
all corners of the earta. In your Community you may 
know boys and girls in your school perhaps, who are 
Negro, Japanese, Chinese, etc. Through them you can 
establish an incernational friendship and Christian fel- 
lowship whic will bring the world closer to your door. 
For all the c_untries they represent are “our field.” 

In December of 1938, from the 12th to the 29th, 
there was held a meeting of the International Mission- 
ary Council at Tambaram, Madras, India. The 471 per- 
sons from 69 different countries or territories, speaking 
many languages and dialects, represented a cross section 
of the result of Christ's laborers who have been work- 
ing in His harvest. Tall and short, white and black and 
yellow-skinned peoples and all shades in between. Some 
in long, flowing saris, some in short skirts and coats, 
sandaled feet, turbans, long Chinese robes, with earrings 
and without, native costumes of all kinds, representing 
nations at war and naticns soon to be at war, but united 
at Madras in their fundamental loyalty to Jesus Christ. 
A harvest from His field. 

Of course, our own Lutheran Church is also shar- 
ing in the work of the world field. We hope you have 
pinned up an outline map of the world. Mark the coun- 
tries where our missionaries are at work or flash on the 
lights to make the areas stand out. Even as these lights 
illuminate the map, so the light of the Gospel shines in 
the hearts of the peoples where our mission stations are 
located. Wherever the light goes the darkness of 
heathenism is dispelled. Boys and girls, men and 
women, learn of the love of Jesus Christ, ignorance and 
fear gradually vanish, and sick and broken bodies are 
cared for. Many of those helped thankfully become 
workers among their own people—more laborers for the 
harvest that “truly is plenteous.” 


June 9, 1940 
MISSIONARY—OUR WORKERS 


Luke 10:1, 2 
(By Mrs. E. W. Hammer, Meriden, Connecticut) 


Preparation : 


Send for a sufficient number of copies of ‘What Every Lutheran 
Should Know About Foreign Missions.”” These can be secured 
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from The Board of Foreign Missions of the U. L. C. A, 18 East 
Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore, Md., and are free upon request. 


Also have on hand copies of ‘Bearers of the Torch Series,” 
price 2 cents each; 6 copies for 5 cents; 10 cents per dozen. Ten 
cents will supply you with thrilling stories of some of the well-known 
workers in mission fields. They are. supplied by the Women’s 
Missionary Society, 723 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The devotional program and Bible readings will be found in the 
Intermediate Quarterly Helps. 


“T listen to the agony of God— 

But know full well 

That not until I share their bitter cry— 
Eacth’s pain and hell— 

Can God within my spirit dwell 

To bring His Kingdom nigh.” 


As we read the pages of the New Testament we 
must become increasingly conscious of one outstanding 
fact—its content is entirely missionary. In the gospels 
we have the teaching and suffering of Christ. In acts 
we have the putting into operation of that teaching—the 
going and telling. The Epistles are written to people 
who comprised the results of that going and telling. 
And in Revelation we have the vision of St. John—the 
final consummmation in the Kingdom of God, “That at 
the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
Heaven and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Phil. 2:10, 11. 


The first Workers—the Apostles and the 70 others 
spoken of in our Scripture reading—might have given 
up in despair. What a task they were up against! But 
they trusted Jesus and started bravely out. They talked 
to people they met in cities and villages, along the road 
—wherever they could find some willing to listen. They 
taught the people how Christ wanted them to live and 
that He had been born into this world to become “The 
Way” for them whereby they might obtain life and sal- 
vation. Persecution and death did not stop them. 
Driven into other places by persecution, they still con- 
tinued to witness for Christ. When they were cruelly 
put to death they many times converted those who were 
delegated to destroy them. An ever increasing number 
of others took up the task where they had left off and 
the spread of the Gospel continued. 


Greatest of all among the early workers was St. 
Paul. Read about him in the book of Acts and see what 
marvelous things God can do through a person wholly 
consecrated to Him. St. Paul it was who carried the 
news of the Saviour into Europe (Macedonian call— 
Acts 16:9). So well did these early Workers carry 
on that by the end of the first 100 years after the birth 
of Christ there were organized congregations in all of 
the important cities of Judaea, Syria, Egypt, Asia Minor, 
Greece, Italy and Spain. 


Most of our ancestors came from Europe. Before 
they knew anything about Jesus Christ they were wild 
and barbaric peoples. Gradually a new era opened for 
them through the influence of such men as: 


St. Patrick, the grandson of a priest. St. Patrick 
was carried away in his youth, a captive into Ireland. 
He served his master six years, escaped to France, was 
enslaved again and had a remarkable dream. As a result 
of this dream he went to Ireland in 440 as a Christian 
missionary and served the people until 493 A. D. He 
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is known today as Ireland’s Patron Saint. We want to 
mention here that that while the Catholics claim him as 
one of their own, St. Patrick’s Christianity was that of 
Gaul and old Britain was entirely independent of the 
Pope. He is a typical instance of the subversion of his- 
tory by the Catholic Vhurch. 

St. Augustine, who re-introduced Christianity in 
England. He was sent there by Pope Gregory I who 
had wanted to go himself after seeing Saxon slaves in 
the market place at Rome. King Ethelbert was con- 
verted and gradually his whole nation. Augustine died 
in 604 A. D. and is buried in the Cathedral of Canter- 
bury. 

Boniface was born of a noble family in Devonshire, 
England, in 680 A. D. He gave up a brilliant career 
to serve his Lord among the Germans, because he want- 
ed to Christianize those countries from which his Anglo- 
Saxon forefathers had emigrated. By a master stroke 
he laid the ax to the root of Teutonic heathenism—cut- 
ting down the sacred and inviolable oak of the thunder 
god at Geismar and built with the planks the oratory 
or church of St. Peter. A sudden storm came to his 
aid and split the oak in four pieces of equal length. 

St. Martin of Tours, missionary to the Franks, after 
whom Martin Luther was named. 

Columba, born about 521 A. D., an Irishman who 
served his Lord as a missionary to the Scots. In a 
forbidding climate exposed to robbers and wild beasts, 
Columba and twelve disciples devoted themselves to the 
conversion of savages. Many fabulous legends are con- 
nected with his name. He died beside the altar in his 
church while engaged in midnight devotions. 

Anskar, born about 800 A. D. of Frankish parents, 
became a French monk. After Harold, King of Den- 
mark, was baptized at Mainz, Anskar was chosen to go 
back with him as a Missionary. So Christ came to the 
Scandinavian countries. It is said of Anskar that he 
began and ended everything in prayer. Nine hundred 
years later in the reign of Frederick IV, we have the 
first Protestant missionaries to India and Greenland 
sent out by Sweden. 

If you ever have the opportunity to visit the Cathe- 
dral of St. John the Divine in New York City you will 
find Chapels named for these great Workers in God’s 
harvest. As a result of the labors of these men and 
many, many others, Europe was nominally Christian by 
the end of the 12th Century. From then on until the 
time of the Reformation the missionary spirit was lost. 
We speak of this period as the “Dark Ages.” 

We pick up the thread again with Justininian Von 
Welz, who insisted that something be done about Jesus’ 
last command of “go ye.” Finally he went himself in 
1666 to Dutch Guiana where he was killed two years 
later by wild animals, but “he lived long enough to hold 
up the Torch to light the way, so other missionaries 
would follow.” 

Forty-one years later, in a Danish fishing village on 
the East coast of Southern India, called Tranquebar, in 
the year 1706, is laid the scene of the beginning of Prot- 
estant Missions. Here two Germans, Bartholomew Zie- 
genbalg and Henry Plutschau went in answer to a call 
for volunteers by King Frederick IV of Denmark. After 
five years Plutschau was forced to return because of 
health but Ziegenbalg labored in India for 13 years, 
dying at the age of 36. 
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After a number of years they were followed by 
Benjamin Schultze, John Fabricius (who served for 50 
years) and Christian Frederick Schwartz, (1750-1798) 
one of the greatest men in the history of missions and 
upon the foundation laid by him all later missionaries in 
South India, of every denomination, have built and are 
still building. Nor can we forget to mention William 
Cary, the English cobbler, who went to India in 1793. 

At first all the missionary work that was carried on 
was evangelical, but the physical needs of the peoples 
were so great that the Missionaries untrained though 
they were, did their best to relieve suffering and disease. 
With the beginning of “Modern Missions” we also have 
medical, educational, agricultural missions—missions of 
every kind. 

In 1942 our United Lutheran Church will celebrate 
the Centennial of its work in India, which was first be- 
gun when “Father Heyer” as he was known was sent 
out to India under the Ministerium of Pennsylvania in 
1841. Since then India has become our largest mission 
field and many familiar names of our Workers come to 
mind: 

Alexander Duff 

Pandita Ramabai 

Adam Rowe 

Dr. Anna Kugler—who had inscribed over the 

door of her hospital “Your servants for Jesus’ 
Sake’ and who was presented with the Kaiser- 
i-Hind medal by the British Government 

Lydia Woerner, 

Dr. Mary Boer, who said of her Zennanah work 

“T have been in hell” 

Katherine Fahs, and so on. 


From China we remember such names as Robert 
Morrison, the great pioneer; Gutzlaff, who is said to 
have inspired David Livingstone, and Dr. Eleanor Chest- 
nut, killed by Chinese during the Boxer uprising, and 
who bound up the wounded head of a boy on the way 
to her death. 

From Japan we have the pioneer Guido Verbeck, 

Africa, Morris Officer 

Robt. and Mary Moffat 
David Livingstone 
Mary Slessor 
The Zemers, 
David Day 
and oh, so many others who went to the far corners of 
the earth and distant Islands of the seas. Read for 
instance “An American Doctor’s Odessy” by Heiser, 
for the thrilling story of John Williams and John G. 
Paton and their work among the cannibals of the South 
Sea Islands. And surely we can’t forget our own United 
States but must remember such names as: 
The Muhlenberg Family 
Marcus Whitman 
Jason Lee 
Sheldon Jackson 
all of whom dedicated themselves to bringing xe gospel 
to early American settlers. 

Imprinted on the seal of the Board of Formica Mis- 
sions of the United Lutheran Church in America are the 
words: “Christ for the World—the World for Christ.” 
Through all the centuries Christ’s Workers have labored 
and are laboring to make this so. May God help us to 


Father and Son 
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give ourselves and interest others that we may join 
Christian youth everywhere in building a new world 
order that shall usher in the Kingdom of Christ. 


June 16, 1940 


MISSIONARY—THE UNFINISHED TASK 
Isaiah 5:18-26 : 
(By Mrs. E. W. Hammer, Meriden, Connecticut) 
Preparation 
Draw a circle on the blackboard. Mark off one-third and write 
next to it, “Christian.” Take one-seventh of the remainder—line it 
in to make it stand out from the Christian section and mark it 
““Mohammedan.”” Take another very small slice and call it ‘“‘Jewish.” 


All the remainder, or three-fifths of the circle, is ““Heathen.’”’ Chalk 
this in solid. 


Try to secure from the Women’s Missionary Society, the chart 
giving the populations and showing the comparison between Chris- 
tian and non-Christians in the United States, China, India, and 
Africa. Or make a large copy to hang up from the sample in 
“Quarterly Helps.” 


The devotional program and Bible readings will also be found 
in the “‘Quarterly Helps.” 

Never before in history has there been such tension 
and friction over so many areas of the world as there 
is today. When we think of the task confronting the 
Christian Church of this, our day and age, it makes us 
flinch, and we have to comfort ourselves with the prom- 
ise of Lord Jesus that “the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” (Matthew 16-18.) To all of the World’s pres- 
ent day misery there is but one answer—Jesus Christ, 
His way of Life, His Kingdom of God. This then is 
the Church’s unfinished task; to bring the world to Jesus 
Christ. It must either make its impact upon the secular 
world and win it for Christ, or the secular world will in- 
creasingly encroach upon the spiritual life of the Church, 
blunting its witness and dimming its vision. 

Let us review briefly some of the facts as they 
exist today and realize how urgent and serious the mat- 
ter is. The Church cannot stand still; it dare not re- 
treat, but advance is only possible if Christians every- 
where unite in a spiritual fellowship to evangelize the 
world. Study the charts suggested at the beginning of 
this topic. What a long way we have to go before the 
task is finished. In our own land only about 50% of 
the people have any church connection, and we call this 
a “Christian” country! In non-Christian lands ‘many 
countries or areas are entirely closed today to Christian 
missionaries; among them Afghanistan, the Soviet Re- 
publics, Bhutan, Outer Mongolia, Nepal and Tibet. 

Other countries once open to the gospel are closing 
their doors. Missicnaries in Turkestan have been driven 
out. Protestant work in Abyssinia and Italian African 
colonies has been forbidden. 

In China, it is estimated that 45 percent of the coun- 
try is still entirely untouched by Christian forces. Half 
Manchuria is beyond Christian influence, French Indo- 
China has many areas and tribes unreached. The Neth- 
erlands Indies, in addition to having areas still closed, 
has some areas which are open but not evangelized, and 
many other areas which are barely touched. 

In India, in addition to a large number of Indian 
States in which no missionaries reside, there are areas 
consisting of two, three and in one case five million peo- 
ple without effective Christian witness. The fact that 
there are only 14 Protestant missionaries and 7,000 
Christians to a million people shows the magnitude of 
the unfinished task. The existence of 60 million de- 
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pressed classes and aboriginal peoples is a call for con- 
tinued effort. The evangelistic effort among the 80 mil- 
lion Moslems and Sikhs is at present wholly inadequate. 

In other areas of Asia the number of missionaries is 
so small as to leave vast tracts of country beyond all 
evangelistic efforts. This is true especially of Moslem 
lands such as Arabia Iraq, Iran and Turkey, and of the 
great Buddhist areas of Burma and Siam, and the rural 
areas of Japan. The heart of Asia is still one of the 
world’s greatest unevangelized fields. 

Even though there is an average of 56 Protestant 
missionaries to one million people in Africa, and though 
the growth of the Church has been more rapid than in 
Asia, there are still many areas and tribes to be reached, 
especially in Moslem North Africa, French West and 
Equatorial Africa, Portuguese Guinea, Mozambique and 
the emirates of Nigeria. 

South America presents another territory the occu- 
pation of which calls for the services of very many more 
national and foreign workers. Relatively the evangelical 
church is not even as strong as in India. In Mexico 
and Central America the Church is only half as strong 
as in South America. There are still many regions of 
Latin America and some islands of the French West 
Indies quite untouched by Protestant missions. 

We cannot leave this world review without stating 
that on a scale never before seen there is in Europe a 
concerted, organized attempt to secularize the minds of 
millions of Christian people. Soviet pressure drives 
steadily toward the extermination of Christianity, not 
only within the areas of direct rule from Moscow, but 
also by indirect control in other lands, and the world is 
familiar with the conflict between the Nazi Government 
on the one hand and the Protestant and Catholic 
Churches in Germany on the other. Young people espe- 
cially are being given a form of education antagonistic 
to Christ and that makes the State supreme. 

However, dark as the picture is and complicated still 
further by the Sino-Japanese and the European Wars, 
there are still outstanding demonstrations of the power of 
the Holy Spirit resulting in great in-gatherings into the 
Church. This is particularly true of India, where the 
number of communicants has trebled in the present cen- 
tury and the increase is at the rate of about 15,000 a 
month! Africa’s converts have multiplied five-fold in 
the present century. Philippine Islands, Latin America, 
Japan, Korea, China and Netherlands Indies also report 
large numbers. 

These increases are a token of what God will do if 
the Church will but rise to its task. It calls for united 
effort of the whole church for the whole world and for 
individual sacrifice and individual witnessing. By the 
Power of the Holy Spirit and in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, the Church must fulfill its great Commission. 


“Lord of all power and might, 
Father of love and light, 

Speed on Thy Word; 
O let the Gospel sound 
All the wide world around 
Wherever man is found; 

God speed Thy Word!” 


Note: The material for this Topic has been taken 
from. Section III of “The World Mission of the Church” 
the Findings of the International Missionary Council at 
Madras. 
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June 23, 1940 
MISSIONARY—OUR GIFTS 
II Corinthians 9 :6-15 
(By Mrs. E. W. Hammer, Meriden, Connecticut) 
Preparation 
See Quarterly Helps and copy on a blackboard the chart sug- 


gested there. If no blackboard is available, use a large sheet of 
paper and crayons or watercolor, 

The devotional program, questions for discussion, Bible read- 
ings, poems and prose quotations will also all be found in Quarterly 
Helps, 

“Lord, in the strength of Grace, 
With a glad heart and free 
Myself, my residue of days, 

I consecrate to Thee.” 


—Charles Wesley 

At a time of great political tension in his state a 
young Christian in Travancore, India, was talking about 
the need for hard-tested Christians in the world today. 
Speaking very seriously about his own sister, he said: 
“T’m afraid she is a weak-kneed Christian, and one thing 
the world of today doesn’t need is weak-kneed Chris- 
tians.’ When asked why he felt this way about his 
sister, he said: “She has had three good chances to go to 
jail for her convictions in the last three months and 
hasn’t taken them.” 

If this young Hindu can call his sister a weak-kneed 
Christian for not welcoming an opportunity to go to 
jail what can he think of the millions of our complacent 
Occidentals who feel they are doing all that is required 
of them by “belonging” to a Church? Who declare their 
duty done when they contribute a little to local support? 
Who often uphold community drives but regard the 
benevolent side of their envelopes as quite beside the 
point and entirely unnecessary—a sort of church graft? 
They evidence no interest in the Church’s great program 
of Social Missions, Home or Foreign expansion, Educa- 
tional Projects, etc. Anything beyond their own imme- 
diate circle is taboo. The “Heathen” are definitely out! 

Boys and girls, we have not been asked as yet in 
this country to face imprisonment or any physical dis- 
comfort for the sake of Jesus Christ. In other countries 
such as Russia, China, Japan, Korea, Germany, young 
people who have not already lost their faith have dis- 
covered that it takes courage to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ—they can be no weaklings—they must endure 
hardship and live in constant danger. Even as this is 
being written the Red Army is marching into Lutheran 
Finland. Will the youth of that land also be called upon 
to deny their Lord or suffer persecution? In our coun- 
try we are not called upon to suffer for our faith, but 
what our Church does ask of us—what Jesus Christ asks 
of us—is that we indicate our love for Him by our 
gifts. This does not always mean money, but in our 
Scripture reading for this Topic Paul is definitely speak- 
ing of financial support and so we will think particularly 
of this kind of “gift.” 

Through our gifts we express our growing inner 
life and our gratitude to God. Also we reach out to the 
entire world Christian Community and to those who 
are not yet Christian but whom Jesus wants for His 
own. Let us think this through for a minute. If we 
love Jesus Christ we will want to show it in some way. 
We know that what He wants most of all is that all 
people every where should come to Him that He might 
give them life and salvation. To do this there must be 
preachers, teachers, missionaries. It takes money to 


Twenty-four 


send and support them. If we cannot go ourselves we 
can help finance them and so share in the work. And 
“Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” 
If our money is invested in God’s work we will become 
increasingly interested. We are growing in our inner 
life—our gifts are an expression of that growth. 

Then again we are grateful to God for many things. 
If you are doubtful of your gratitude, make a list of 
your blessings. The list will probably surprise you. 
You can say “Thank you” to your Heavenly Father by 
helping to pass the knowledge of Him on to some one 
else. Again your gift is a direct method. 

Another thought we want to leave with you is that 
sacrificial giving is one of the essential elements in pro- 
moting true spiritual growth. It isn’t a sacrifice if we 
give the least we can. Paul tells us that “he that soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly.” (II Corinthians 9:6.) 
The only way to find the truth of that statement is to 
try it for yourselves. In a thousand ways God blesses 
those who are rich toward Him. They have an inner joy 
and peace and satisfaction that can come to them in no 
other way. They may possess little or none of this 
world’s goods but ‘—as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” (II 
Corinthians 6:10.) Do you understand that? When I 
was a little girl they used to sing a song in the Primary 
Department of the Sunday School that began: 

“Dropping, dropping pennies,” etc. 

That penny business is the sin of many, many so-called 
Christians. Are you the kind that will give a penny for 
the Lord and spend your nickels for candy bars and your 
quarters and more for the movies? Candy bars and 
movies are all right in their place—if their place is not 
supreme. God should have first place in your heart. Is 
your love for Him worth a movie ticket? Read again 
verse 7 in our Scripture reading. 

Then too, there should be a sound relation between 
gifts and personal resources. 

In Old Testament times men were tithers. That is, 
they gave 10% of all of their possessions to the Lord. 
If they were rich in grain or cattle or gold, 10% was 
given to Jehovah. Many Christians are practicing tith- 
ing today and surely God’s blessing is upon them. The 
New Testament teaching left men free to give whatever 
their conscience dictated. In many cases this liberty is 
abused and Christians seem to have lost their consciences 
where giving is concerned. Also a man or woman who 
is very wealthy is not giving sacrificially if 10% is given 
to the Lord. On the other hand a person earning a few 
dollars a week, with a family to support, would impose 
additional hardship on them by contributing 10%. Care- 
fully and prayerfully individuals should decide what God 
can depend on them to do to spread His Kingdom. 

Frequently we hear the story of the Widow’s Mite 
quoted in the matter of giving. People out of their 
abundance will contribute a pitifully small amount and 
say apologetically: ““*Widow’s Mite’ you know!” They 
have missed the import of Christ’s teaching completely. 
Jesus commended that poor woman because she gave 
all that she had. Another point to remember is that 
there should be regularity in giving our gift. No busi- 
ness can be run in a haphazard way, and God’s business 
—the greatest business in the world, by the way—is no 
exception. Paul recommends regularity (I Corinthians 
16:2). “Upon the first day of the week.” 
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Anyone who invests money in a business makes it 
his concern to be posted on all that pertains to that 
business. As contributors to the business of the Lord 
we should have an understanding sympathy for the 
needy and for the objects to which gifts are made. This 
is only possible if we keep posted on World Christian 
affairs. As our contributions are made through our own 
denomination we should begin by keeping informed about 
our own Church’s work at large. Free literature will 
gladly be supplied by any of our Boards. Your Pastor 
will be happy to talk to you about it, or your League 
Superintendent or Sunday School Teacher. Have your 
League purchase current missionary books. One you 
should be reading right now is: “Comrades Round the 
World.”—F, Franklin Mack. The story that opens this 
topic will be found in it. 

To help you have some idea of the expenditures for 
God’s business I have suggested a chart which I hope 
your Superintendent has copied on the board so you may 
all see it. The total amount may seem tremendous, but 
do you know Boys and Girls, in comparison with the 
expenditures for other things it is pitiably small. The 
cost of the wars for one day would cover all the amount 
spent for God in one year. The profits of the “gate” 
at one of the “Big Fights” would pay the salaries of 
all of our Lutheran missionaries for twelve months. 
Billions for destruction and pleasure. Often not one red 
cent for the Lord. 

We have been speaking specifically of financial gifts. 
We cannot close without reminding you that every giver 


should ever be giving himself, as well as his worldly 


goods, Whatever of ability or talent one has he should 
use it to the glory of God. 

When we think over this matter of our gifts, let us 
remember the example of God’s own “unspeakable Gift” 
to us (II Corinthians 9:15). We are told about it in 
John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave 
His only Begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

God help us that we might so love Him who first 
loved us, that our gifts might be the expression of grate- 


‘fub-hearts and that none perish because of our failure 


to give. 


June 30, 1940 


HOW TO BE POPULAR THOUGH CHRISTIAN 
Matthew 22:34-40 
(By Rey. Earle H. Fisher, Columbia, South Carolina) 


What Is It To Be Popular? 

If we are popular those around us will look on us 
with regard and esteem. We will be beloved or ap- 
proved by those with whom we come in contact. In 
short, popularity is having the approval of people in 
general. 

Two Kinds of Popularity 

There are two kinds of popularity or two different 
groups with which we can be popular. First we might 
be popular with a group that does not hold to that which 
is right, but clings to that which is wrong. This group’s 
thoughts, desires and actions are in harmony with evil 
and immoral practices. To belong to this group means 
that we belong to a group that does not help mankind up 
and onward to better things, but tends to drag humanity 
downward. Then there is the other group with which 
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we may be popular—the group that stands for that which 
is right. Here we find people who have really done 
things that have made the world a better place in which 
to live. Their principles are right, their actions are put 
forth in the right direction and they really do things that 
are worth while. This group has as its principles the 
principles of Christ. With which of these groups are we 
seeking popularity? 


Popular With God 

If we are popular with God we will do as God would 
have us do. We will live according to the teachings and 
principles that Christ gave us. We will have qualities 
of kindness, cheerfulness, thoughtfulness, helpfulness, 
meekness, pureness, loyalty, honesty. All of these quali- 
ties and any other worth-while quality will be embodied 
in love for our fellow man. Practicing love toward our 
fellow man was certainly commanded by our Lord and 
Saviour. If this command be carried out we will gain 
in favor with man, we will be popular with those with 
whom we come in contact. There are few people in 
the world who will not look on us with high regard 
when we deal with them accordingly as Jesus taught us 
to deal with them. Have we ever been peeved with 
some one and then had that person do us a favor? Can 
we recall our attitude toward that person before he did 
the favor? Can we recall our attitude toward him after 
he did the favor? I’m sure we will find the two attitudes 
in great contrast with each other. Carrying out the love 
of God toward our fellow man will bring a responsive 
love from our fellow man to us. 


Our Lord Jesus 

As we are thinking of our own lives and how they 
should be lived we should never lose sight of Jesus 
Christ. He is the greatest person that has ever lived. 
We should not follow any pattern short of the great 
perfect pattern, Jesus Himself. Then let us look to 
Christ. He was certainly a Christian. Was He popular? 
Some may say that He was not for His own people 
crucified Him. This might be true if we look at just 
one short period. But when we look to the whole of 
Jesus’ life and work can we say He is not popular? 
That is the way we should think in regard to our popu- 
larity, not just for one short period of time but for the 
whole of life. Yes, Jesus was crucified approximately 
nineteen hundred years ago. But how many millions of 
people since that day have declared Him the greatest 
person that has ever lived? He is beloved and approved 
by many, many people of many races over the world. 

When someone starts telling us that their school 
played a fine football game, what is the question we ask 
before they get very far? No matter how fine they say 
their team played they are soon asked the question— 
“What was the score?” After all that is the important 
thing when the game is played fairly and according to 
the rules. After it was finished what was the score with 
Jesus? What is going to be our score when this race 
of life is over? Are people going to add praises to our 
name saying that we lived a life of greatness helping hu- 
manity upwards? Or are they going to say that we 
sought nothing but vain glory? Popularity that counts 
is popularity that lasts. Build your popularity with 
Christian principles and you will have something that 
is not here today and gone tomorrow, but will last for- 
ever. 
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ACTIVITIES 


OHIO “TO BATTLE FOR THE RIGHT” 


The Luther League 
of the Synod of Ohio 
heard our National 
President, Mr. Alvin 
H. Schaediger, say at 
our 1939 State Con- 
vention that we 
should be like sponges, 
“soak up a lot of 
good things” and go 
back to our League 
and not make them 
squeeze it out of us 
but gladly pass along 
the good word. (This 
with apologies to Mr. 
Schaediger if he did 
not say it just this 
way.) However, tak- 
ing President Schae- 
diger at his word we 
are not going to 
sponge on all our 
League friends but 
are passing along to 
you something that 
is proving very popu- 
Jar in Ohio. During 
1939 we sponsored a 
State Declamation Contest with the theme in keeping with our 
convention theme, ‘Winning Losers.’”? Miss Dorothy Phillips, 
member of a Home Mission congregation in Cleveland, Ohio, was 
the winner in this first contest. This year our Convention and 
Declamation Contest theme is “To Battle for the Right.” This is 
the second line of the first stanza of our Rally Hymn, 

Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, has given a $200.00 
scholarship as first award with second place award of a $100.00 
scholarship. These awards are certainly worthwhile. 


We thought you would like to know! 


IDA CLOSSMAN 
State Educational Secretary 


DOROTILY PHILLIPS 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 


Harrisburg District—Alvin H. Schaediger, Weehawken, N. J., 
President of The Luther League of America, addressed members of 
the Harrisburg District at a special service on April 14, in Zion 
Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, the site of the synodical convention on 
July 17th, 18th and 19th. ‘Al’? was invited as the guest of the Zion 
Leagues which sent invitations to every group in the District. 
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It does seem a shame to remove that nameplate, doesn’t it? But if you are willing 
to do that, there is another name to take its place. 
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Please accept our apologies for the extra labor we have put you to. It is and would 
be an awfully hard job to try to keep our society going without the able guidance of the 


N 


e 


f 


& 
& 


aS 
4 


Send the five Luther League Reviews 


4 


Bi 
Bi 
& 
& 


& 


t 


4 


4 


1 


the renewal starts at the proper time. Our 
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OHIO 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 
MINISTERIUM OF PENNA. 
PITTSBURGH 
NEW JERSEY 


OF ALL KINDS 


A Tea-preceded the Church service and special music was 
presented. In the receiving line at the Tea were: Al Schaediger, 
James Bair, Zion’s Senior President,; Joseph Smith, Zion’s Inter- 
mediate President; Miss Martha Jane Herman, Zion’s Educational 
Secretary; John Sardeson, Student Preacher from Gettysburg Semin- 
ary; and George K. Keet, Jr., former District President. Greetings 
were extended by Ken Dry, Synodical President, and Vance R. 
Stouffer, District President. 


Mr. Sardeson and J. Kenneth Linn, also a Seminary student 
and son of a Lutheran missionary to Japan, were in charge of the 
Vespers. 


Luther League events planned for the year are as follows: 


April 9—Conference of Local Presidents and Departmental 
Secretaries 

April 30—Spring Social 

May 1—Lykens Valley Rally 

June 23—Outdoor Rally 

September 21—Intermediate Rally 

September 24—Fall Rally 

October 10—Workers Conference 

October 15—Cumberland Valley Rally 

November 12—Annual Banquet 


—GEORGE KEET 


Lancaster District—The Lancaster District Luther League is 
planning a Life Service Rally to be held early in May at Salem- 
Kissel Hill Lutheran Church. 


We are eagerly looking forward to warm weather because of our 
annual Picnic and our annual Hillside Service. 


All the Leagues in the District are striving to raise their mis- 
sionary goal, and hope to go over their quota. 


—ETHEL M. GREGG 


New Jersey District—The preliminary organization of this field 
was cared for on April 11th, when a sizeable and representative group 
of active Leaguers and Pastors met in Grace Church, Camden, Rev. 
James E. Bristol, pastor. 


Following the greetings from the Synodical Vice-President, Earl 
C. Davis, the group made plans for their actual organization con- 
vention which will be held on Wednesday, May 15th, in the Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Audubon, Rev. Paul W. Kapp, pastor. 


Committees have been appointed, temporary officers elected, and 
it now looks like this territory will at last become an active unit in 
the new Synodical set-up. 


Susquehanna District—The annual Spring Rally of the District 
was held at the Salem Lutheran Church, Aaronsburg, on Saturday, 
April 13th. 


The theme of the day’s session was “Christ Calls Youth,’ which 
was carried very strongly throughout the entire session. 
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The morning devotions were led by Paul Osso, a member of the 
Northern Conference of the Susquehanna District, who is studying 
to be a minister at Susquehanna University, after which ‘Eight 
Days in a Hammock,” a missionary educational program, was put 
on by the members of the Redeemer Luther League from Williams- 
port, Pa. 

A Banquet was served at dinner time at which Rev. Paul De- 
Lauter, a very humorous man, was toastmaster. 


The afternoon devotions were led by Rev. O. E. Feeman of 
the Aaronsburg Church, after which Rev. Walter Dugan, pastor 
of Trinity Episcopal Church, Jersey Shore, Pa., a former Missionary 
to South America, gave an interesting talk on the missionary work 


among the Indians of South America. 
—GEORGE B. HOUTZ 


EUGENE H. KELCHNER, Publicity Chairman 
MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


The eyes of all Luther Leaguers in the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania and the Adjacent States are trained on the forthcoming First 
Convention to be held in Allentown, Pa., July 17, 18 and 19. Three 
big days, filled to over-flowing with joys, pleasures, new experiences, 
opportunities, spiritual and educational advantages, are in store for 
all Lutheran young people attending the convention. 


St. John’s Lutheran, Rev. William C. Schaeffer, D.D., pastor, 
will be the Convention Church. The theme will be “Seek Ye First 
The Kingdom of God.” The chaplain will be Rev. Francis R. 
Edwards, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Wilkes-Barre. The 
convention will open at 1:36 P. M., Wednesday, in the auditorium 
of St. John’s Parish House. 


Rey. A. Charles Keiter, D.D., pastor of Salem Church, Leb- 
anon, will be the speaker at the first evening session—a Vesper 
Service in the Muhlenberg College Chapel. Dr. Keiter will base 
his address on the theme, ‘‘Seeking Through Learning.”” A _ recep- 
tion will be given the delegates on the College Campus immediately 
following this service. 


Leaguers who will be able to get up mornings will be privileged 
to enjoy a Fellowship Breakfast at the Convention Hotel on Thurs- 
day. After breakfast we shall find the Intermediates convening in 
St. Michael’s Church and the Seniors busily engaged in discussing 
the departmental work of the Luther League in St. John’s Parish 
House class rooms. At noon there will be an Intermediate Luncheon 
in the gymnasium of the Convention Church. 

Highlighting the Thursday afternoon session will be the Open 
Forum on the Bible with Rev. Phares G. Beer, D.D., pastor of 
Grace Church, Allentown, in charge. This session will also include 
the election of officers and a presentation of Intermediate work. A 
tour of the Allentown Park System will follow. 


There will be much merriment among our Leaguers at the 
Thursday evening session. Fun and fellowship, laughter and song, 
not mentioning plenty of food, will be the ingredients. The banquet 
speaker will be Rev. Harold S. Miller, pastor of Incarnation 
Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, New York. The theme, ‘Seeking 
Through Giving,” will be the basis of his message. 


Outstanding among the special features of the convention will 
be the discussion group session on ‘“‘Youth Problems’ at the Fri- 
day morning session. There will be two 45-minute periods of dis- 
cussion on each of the following topics: Marriage, Moral, Recrea- 
tion, Democracy and Christian Faith. 


The convention will come to a close Friday evening with a 
Vesper Service in St. John’s Church, with Rey. Conrad Wilker, 
D.D., pastor of St. Michael’s Church, Allentown, delivering! the ad- 
dress, “Seeking Through Living.’”’ This session will also include the 
Consecration of Life Service Crosses and the Candlelight Installa- 
tion of Officers. 


A truly great Convention? We think so! 
Plan now to be a First Conventioner! 


Have you seen the “IMP?” If you haven’t, you’ve missed 


something. 

The “IMP” is the official publication of the Intermediates of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania containing all local news and items 
of interest to both Intermediates and Seniors. Watch for the “IMP.” 


FRANCIS K. KLINE, Publicity Chairman 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


Plans for the First Annual Convention of the Luther League 
of the Pittsburgh Synod, which will be held in the Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Wilkinsburg, Rev. A. W. Steinfurth, pastor, July 22 and 
23, are progressing rapidly. The theme of the Convention will be 
“Four Dimensions in the Luther League.’ The Convention Chap- 
lain will be Rev. John Nikum, Pittsburgh. A Fellowship Banquet 
will be held Monday evening, July 22, at which time the speaker 
will be Rev. John Kindsvatter, East Liverpool, Ohio. Rev. E. Maclay 
Gearhart, D.D., Erie, will address the convention at its Tuesday 
evening session. 


The Central Conference Luther League held its first convention 
at First Lutheran Church, New Kensington, Rev. Samuel Boerstler, 
Pastor. The presiding chaplain was Rev. Luther M. Schultze, pastor 
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of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Etna. The afternoon session opened 
with devotions by the chaplain and the business for the afternoon 
included the adoption of the constitution, and the election of the 
officers, which are as follows: President, Roy Hendrickson; Vice- 
President, Melvin Johnson; Secretary, Rose Heurich; Assistant Sec- 
retary, Jean Livingston; Treasurer, Olive Bechtol; Statistician, 
Ruthie Crawford. 


A Fellowship Dinner was served by the women of the entertain- 
ing Church at which time Rev. Paul Obenauf directed the singing. 


The evening session was opened with Vespers by the chaplain. 
“Longer Cords and Stronger Stakes” was the subject Rev. Elmer 
P. Wentz, Pastor of Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church, N. S. Pittsburgh, 
chose for his subject. The Candlelight Installation Service was con- 
ducted by the chaplain and the herald, Ruthie Durst, closing with 
the Luther League Rally Hymn. 


The principal speaker at the Spring Convention of the West 
Conference Luther League, to be held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
New Brighton, will be Dr. W. A. Logan. The Convention slogan 
is: ‘Serious Zest In Our Christian Quest.” 


The Luther League of the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Beaver held a reorganization meeting, at which time Miss Hazel 
Nannah, Executive Secretary, gave a talk on the highlights of 
Luther League work and its purpose. 


At the annual convention of the Greensburg Conference Luther 
League, June 12, 1940, Life Service will be emphasized. 


JANET ANTHONY, Publicity Chairman 


NEW JERSEY 


Central District—On Sunday, March 10th, the District Lenten 
Retreat was held at St. Paul’s Church, Linden. There were ap- 
proximately eighty Leaguers present. The meditation was given 
by Rev. Paul E. Henry of Union; the Liturgist was Rev. George 
E. Heck of Linden. After the service the District Officers were 
installed by Pastor Heck. 


On May 14th at Emanuel Church, New Brunswick, an Educa- 
tional Forum was conducted by Harold Haas, in the afternoon. 
After the supper meeting we were given a very fime address on 
“Christian Education,’”? by President Clarence C. Stoughton of 
Wagner College. In the afternoon, preceding the Forum, the Junior 
Choir of Emanuel Church, under the direction of Miss Marie Zim- 
merman, gave a brief musical program. 


On Friday evening, April 26th, there will be a Silver Bay 
Rally at St. Peter’s Church, North Plainfield. Rev. Dr. Paul C. 
White will be the speaker, and he will also show pictures of Silver 
Bay. 

On Monday evening, May 13th, the District will have its Spring 
Rally at Calvary Church, Cranford. It is expected that the Hon. 
Alvin H. Schaediger will be the speaker. 


ERNST E. KNOBLAUCH 


Hudson River District—Sunday, April 7th, found the State 
Educational Secretary in the District for an Educational Rally, The 
program carried over from the afternoon, through a Fellowship 
Supper and Vesper Service at which Rev. Dr. Paul C. White de- 
livered a topic. 

The District Intermediate League had a Life Service Rally on 
April 3rd. Miss Julia Roth, the Senior District’s Life Service Sec- 
retary, was the speaker. 


Hudson River plans to travel to Bergen District at the latter’s 
request for an other joint rally on April 28th. 


Further plans include participation in the Second Lutheran Youth 
Rally at the New York World’s Fair on June 23rd. 


WALTER R. MORTEN, Jr. 


Newark District—This District had its first District Rally after 
a lapse of about two years. A small but interested group gathered 
at Holy Trinity, Newark, on April 8th. Pastor Walz urged a re- 
organization of the District. This spirit was also favored by the 
chairman of the meeting, Arthur Bonnet. The address was given 
by the State President, Al Beck, on the subject, “Wider Horizons,” 
and an educational presentation was made by Harold Haas. Plans 
were made for their next rally to be held at the Holy Trinity 
Slovak Church, on May 13th. Many Newark Leaguers signified 
their intention of being present at the State Convention. 


Shore District—A fine turn-out greeted the State President 
when he spoke at a recent District Rally. District President, Fred 
Danker, is largely responsible for the renewed interest but the Local 
Leagues and their pastors are equally enthusiastic about the Dis- 
trict. They have all promised cooperation for the convention which 
will be held in their District for the first time in many years. 

Southern District—The April Rally which met in the Church of 
the Savior, Haddonfield, was graced by an almost record low at- 
tendance—57. But an interesting time was had, with Miss Della 
Vandersloot exhibiting a series of fine colored slides in her il- 
lustrated lecture, “‘The Gospel In Chaotic Europe.” 

EUGENE H. KELCHNER, 
State Publicity Chairman 
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Financial Reports 


We are trying hard to make 1940 a banner 
year with 100% Dues and Sustaining Member- 
ship paid. Congratulations and thank you for 


your dues 


in full—Rocky Mountain, 


Pacific 


Northwest, Iowa, Kentucky-Tennessee, Florida 


and Midwest. 


DUES REPORT 


May 3, 1940 
Senior Intermediate 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California ...... $27.00 $11.25 
Southern California ...... 75.00 $18.75 18.75 
Columbia District ....... 34.00 5.00 
Connecticut scar ate maieicisiere $8.50 37.50 
Sm IOLTICA: Nei ersieiele/sials/evaretcle 41.25 41.25 8.25 $8.25 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 71.50 37.75 
diimO1S) hes <is)s,ci les mse ene 231.25 60.00 
IRGIEMEN 5 oaacaoboodapogdo 103.00 28.75 
S—lOWa, ces siciceecccasce 131.00 131.00 35.25 35.25 
Vell Oe Baa baconmocooonda” 83.75 12.50 
4—Kentucky-Tennessee 55.75 55.75 10.75 10.75 
Maryland snrcrciccicsteiaietsretes 296.75 105.50 90.50 34.75 
Machictit) san remietanio eats 54.75 PIS PAG 37.25 10.50 
6—Midwest .....-....+0e5 90.00 90.00 Salo 3.75 
Minnesota nate/s:clsle sleievaleieier 70.00 31.25 
MESES lasquaonbudoodd 20.00 6.75 
Nebraska) erecisisinieiaicielclsisis 96.50 24.13 16.00 4.00 
New) Jerseys cian ctlsiieiccelcrl 77.75 38.75 58.75 29.50 
Ne@wieVorky snicseieelec obeperere 421.75 105.44 291.25 72.82 
NorthieGarolina en jeri) 638.25 159.57 245.00 61.25 
(ONTGY ancedncecGodnoa0bdc 343.75 171.90 56.25 28.14 
2—Pacific Northwest ..... 47.00 47.00 11.25 11.25 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Pennsylvania 646.50 107.76 228.50 38.10 
Ministerium ........... 1,312.00 142.45 269.75 27.86 
Pittsburgh ccrcpieisiiccisls 397.25 66.22 87.75 14.64 
1—Rocky Mountain ...... 37.50 37.56 12.50 12.50 
South sCarolina in lecmcee 355.75 271.40 106.25 74.48 
DOXAG tee relatelelcialsteietelsieicleiete 108.00 18.50 
Wirginiawetetese cisleleteretoreicisinis 307.25 76.88 129.00 32.25 
West Virginia .........-- 44.50 32.50 14.50 8.25 
Wisconsin 2.0.25. csccmeee 49.00 29.50 
Alberta Conference ....... 20.00 
$6,336.25 $1,773.75 $2,003.25 $518.29 
AFRICA MISSION PROJECT 
May 3, 1940 
Paid 
League Queta Senior Inter. 
Northern California 
Southern California . 
Columbia District . 
Connecticut ....... 
Plorida) e.c. ccsasiee $16.50 $2.50 
Georgia-Alabama_ ...........+6. 
Vihinoisiy Pisaicecye csleesseeitele eitels 
Tndianag ccm aac 535 40.00 10.00 
MOSEL Ag odaceecodconodoosoooodD 29.77 
KReaneasiiy ost c ie sive cies eisjele ore rmiatays 71.75 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Maryland! weretsiciclsietelalereleisiels eetel-rale 158.23 39.65 
Michigany.-ycyseierelsieretraisiatelarsteteiets 39.65 
TTA WeSE i rarerctersloreetolejareieieleisieietetslere 36.14 
Minnesotan (ertesie cle sls cieislo vieleicisiete 13.29 
ELSES oe quonatodooosu0oss008 5.00 
Nebraskaitiscrtcerts.c.elsiciclerermrctertere 40.00 
J— New Jersey: vice cen tssaisiniercares 181.03 24.43 
ie MOAR aoe adusanoocada 7900 154.52 
North (Carolina 92s \cteiccle.<ioie steie'ar 
OOS nota caste ceca 135.00 
Pacific Northwest 26.79 5.00 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Pennsylvania ........ 1,065.00 163.00 
Witiiieetiey Skoasagsnoonnce 2,150.00 1.00 8.42 
Pittsburg Dieses eeieiiierae 655.00 4.60 
Rocky Mountain .............. 40.00 
South (Carolina Wecsmee cece: = see 640.00 171.43 
TOXaS)! siciatelasicisistelolelelsialetslere sterriere 180.00 4.00 
Vir ciniat or divleia aieteisletsie itn heeretarei 505.00 S533, 
Wrest {Virginia tere cisco scree 1 55.00 25.04 9.00 
2—Wisconsin ...ceecereceseees 80.00 80.00 
Intermediate Rally—Long Beach 7.00 
(OC EGES on dancogdecuunoonGos sa 3.00 
Miscellaneous) “sicresitsm cies ose aciele 12.83 
IManitobate itesitesisrretis otetaieurnern 30.00 
$10,440.00 $1,445.90 $106.00 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


January 1 to April 30, 1940 


Total 
League Quota Paid 
Northern California.. $25.00 
Southern California... 50.00 $23.00 
Columbia District 25.00 5.00 
Connecticut easiest 35.00 15.00 
Plorida, | saiosse tier 25.00 4.00 
Georgia-Alabama 50.00 12.00 
llinois ..... mieverersers 150.00 41.00 
Indiana cise Sointss CEA 1.00 
Iowa eosonvogen 65.00 6.00 
Rankas osecieciee sae 70.00 5.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee . 35.00 10.00 
Maryland. wavecer «-- 200.00 86.00 
Michigan .......... 40.00 5.00 
Midwest 40.00 5.00 
Minnesota 45.00 2.00 
Mississippi 10.00 5.60 
Nebraska 65.00 5.00 
New Jersey 50.00 25.00 
New York .... 300.00 105.50 
North Carolina 400.00 14.00 
Ohio Wyeast ctrsts 230.00 20.00 
Pacific Northwest 30.00 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Penna. 415.00 192.50 
Ministerium ...... 840.00 179.00 
Pittsburgh) i cnas«s 255.00 15.00 
Rocky Mountain ... 25.00 
South Carolina ..... 230.00 50.00 
€Xas  ...ees ee eeeee 70.00 6.00 
Virginia. sew isie, ene ents 225.00 27.25 
West Virginia ...... 30.00 11.00 
Wisconsin ieee 30.00 14.00 
Canada ............ 6.00 
Special © 60%:s. chases 72.00 
$967.25 


$464.00 


$13.00 


$270.75 


$232.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


April, 1940 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 15 


Earle Ousley 
Freeman Thorpe 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 1 
CONNECTICUT, total 3 


Rev. Otto E. Heydenreich, Memorialized by Trinity Luther 


League, Hartford 


Rev. Carl Storek, by First Luther League, Norwick 


FLORIDA, total 4 
Alfred Wesch 
Rev. J. W. Ott, D.D. 
Rev. J. C. Derrick 
Mrs. J. C. Derrick 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 4 
ILLINOIS, total 9 
INDIANA, total 1 
Paul D. Joers 
IOWA, total 2 
Robert Dillon 


Central Luther League, Mason City 


KANSAS, total 1 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 2 


Mrs. D. B. Werts, by St. Paul’s Luther League, Nashville 


Luther Leagues of Nashville 
MARYLAND, total 34 


Arthur P. Black 
Middle District Luther League 


Williamsport Luther League, Williamsport 


Charles Scharf 
F. Wm. Schmidt 
L. Beard Miller 
Rita Shannon 
Frances V. Ahalt 


Zion Intermediate Luther League, Washington 


Anna Aller 
MIDWEST, total 1 


St. Paul’s Senior Luther League, Hooper County 


MINNESOTA, total 2 
Rev. Milton Haker 

MISSISSIPPI, total 1 

NEBRASKA, total 1 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


NEW JERSEY, total 12 
Charles H. Stockfish 
John L. Johner, Jr., Memorialized by St. John’s Intermediate 
Luther League, Union City 


NEW YORK, total 30 
Mrs. Mildred E. Doran 
Mrs. Henry H. Wahl 
Mrs. Harold E. Kattman 
Miss Geneveive Bates 
George J. Schumacher, by Zion Luther League, Niagara Falls 
S. Frederick Telleen 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 6 
Frances Price 


OHIO, total 4 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
Central Pennsylvania—112 
Karl Knisely 
Harry Levy 
Suzanne J. Spier 
Rev. R. J. Wolf 
Rey. Cletus A. Senft 
Miss Anna Dunkle 
J. N. Kinnard 
Roy L. Miller 
W. W. Greene 
Rev. H. L. Saul, by First Intermediate Luther League, Carlisle 
Rev. M. R. Hamsher, D.D. 
Paul Ulsh 
Jane A. Parezo, Memorialized by Wm. H. Patrick, Jr. 
Oscar L. Lingle 
Rev. Paul S. Wagner, D.D. 
A. Constance Strandwitz 
Jean Saunders 
St. John’s Luther League, Roaring Springs 
Palm United Intermediate Luther League, Palmyra 
John G. Elicker 
Mrs. Charles Long 
Erma Landis 


Ministerium—total 76 
Elizabeth Stracker 
Norberth Stracker 
Essie Tood 
H. Herbert Hirzel, Jr. 
Arloe Olsen 
Cc. L. Agre 
Elwood Bartram 
Margaret Ford 
Frances Hollingsworth 
Wilson N. Riggs 
Charles Schell 
Martha G. Simon 
Lester Short 
Norberth Stracker, by St. Stephen’s Senior Luther League, 
Wilmington 
Walter W. Rickert 
Cleo Seibert 
Althea Carl 
Jeanette M. Smith 
Grace Intermediate Luther League, Roxborough, Philadelphia 
Mrs. William H. Crossley, Jr. 
Miss Lillian Muehlbach 
Master Herman E. Zieger 
Miss Margaret Ruth Zieger 


Pittsburgh—total 6 

William A. Mull 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

SOUTH CAROLINA, total 25 
Western District Luther League 
Newberry District Luther League 
Clara Shealy 
Charles Shealy 
Pearle Hamm 
Helen Goodwin 

TEXAS, total 2 
Mrs. A. Minzenmeyer 

VIRGINIA, total 15 
Gladys Ruble 
Wheatland Luther League, Buchanan 
Marie K. McDaniel 
F. C. Hamer 

WEST VIRGINIA, total 3 
St. Mark’s Intermediate Luther League, Clarksburg 


WISCONSIN, total 6 
CANADA, total 3 
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‘Ln Qemoriam 


God called our loved 


ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 
What He has given; 
They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 
As in His Heaven 


— Whittier 


Memorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Rev. Otto E. Heydenreich 
Memorialized by Trinity Luther League, Hartford, Connecticut 


John L. Johner, Jr. 


Memorialized by St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, 
Union City, N. J 


Jane A. Parezo 
Memorialized by Wm. H. Patrick, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa. 


HOT CROSS BUNS 


“Hot cross buns, hot cross buns! 
One-a-penny, two-a-penny, 
Hot cross buns!”’ 


Who is there that don’t remember the age-old rhyme 
repeated by generations of children in every English- 
speaking country of the world? The story of its origin 
—in fact, how hot cross buns themselves originated— 
is an interesting one. To the modern world, hot cross 
buns owe their association with Good Friday solely to 
Christianity, but in reality their existence began much 
earlier. According to an old British legend, the sale of 
cross buns goes back to the days of the pagan Saxons 
who devoured “cross bread” one day each year in honor 
of Easter, their goddess of light. When Christianity 
spread to England, people simply continued the old cus- 
tom but made it a Christian ritual. 

According to another, more scholarly authority, the 
Greeks and Romans ate cross buns at an even earlier 
date. To them the cross marked on the bun signified 
the four corners of the world, which was then held to 
be square. At all events, cross buns (served hot) had 
become a familiar institution in mediaeval Europe. In 
England the success of the bun reached an all-time high 
mark a century or two ago, particularly in London in 
the section known as Chelsea, where numerous “bun 
houses” were located. Every Good Friday these houses 
were thronged from dawn to dusk with patrons. In ad- 
dition, vendors went about the streets with little carts 
laden with hot buns. Hence the cry, “Hot cross buns! 
Hot cross buns! One-a-penny, two-a-penny, hot cross 
buns!” 

Styles in buns have changed somewhat during the 
ages. Originally the buns were required to have the 
crosses indented in the dough in order to be “official;” 
recently, however, in this country frosted icing crosses 
have become more popular. 
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INTERMEDIATE POSTER PROJECTS 
POSTER-PROJECTS 

Our June Topics are based primarily upon 
Missionary activities. In the upper left hand cor- 
ner of the poster print the letter “M.”’ In the 
center of the poster, print the word “Missionary.” 
Above this word draw the two hemispheres, and 
above the hemispheres print “Our Field.’ At the 
left center paste pictures of a Medical Missionary, 
an Evangelistic Missionary and a Teaching Mis- 
sionary. Under these pictures print the words 
“Our Workers.” Under the center word, “Mis- 
sionary,” paste a picture of Christ giving His 
Great Commission to His disciples. This may be 
found on an old Church Calendar. (If you are un- 
able to find this picture, then print or write the 
words, “The Unfinished Task.” At the right cen- 
ter of the poster draw a heart and in it write or 
print, “Who gives himself with his alms feeds 
three—himself, his hungering neighbor and Me.” 
Below this print the words, “Our Gifts.” 
For Projects we have: 

June 2—“Missionary—Our Field”—Name the 
Foreign Mission Fields of the United 
Lutheran Church. 

June 9—‘Missionary—Our Workers.” Name 
an Educational Missionary and Evangel- 
istic Missionary and tell in which field he 
or she works (these need not be Foreign 
Missionaries). 

June 16—“Missionary—The Unfinished Task.” 
Compose a prayer that God may hasten 
the completion of the Missionary Task of 
the world, and pray it in League. 

June 23—‘Missionary—Our Gifts.” Within 
the next two weeks make some self-denial 
and give a gift to missions. 

MILDRED GARTELMANN 


WHAT RELIGION MEANS TO ME 


(Continued from Page 3) 


other? This is the all-important question which I will 
attempt to answer in the following sentence. Simply 
because we find something that is worth doing because it 
is good, and when we are doing it we are happier, and 
life has meaning, and we feel that much wanted com- 
pleteness. That’s what religion means to me. 


INTRODUCING OUR ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Georgia-Alabama Synod and a trustee of Newberry 
College. Since that time he has been serving as a special 
missionary of the Board of American Missions at Ar- 
lington, Virginia, where he organized Resurrection 
Lutheran Church. In the Luther League circles he has 
very ably served on the Executive Committee of The 
Luther League of America since his election to that 
Committee at Charleston, South Carolina, in 1935. 

The Luther League of America extends heartiest 
greetings to Rev. Ducker and prays God’s richest bless- 
ing upon all his labors. 


Thirty 


YOU AND YOUR CHURCH 
(Continued from Page 7) 

until after the Omaha Convention of the United Lutheran 
Church in October which he will attend as the Japanese 
delegate of the Lutheran Church in Japan. Roanoke 
College, Salem, Virginia, will confer on him an honor- 
ary degree and he will deliver the address on the evening 
of Commencement Day. Rev. Fred C. M. Hansen, 606 
Bluff St., Council Bluffs, lowa, is making an itinerary for 
him. Rev. Mr. Inandomi is well known in our Lutheran 
Church in America, and his many friends will be happy 
to see and hear him again. As principal of Kyushu 
Kakuin, the Mission Boys’ School at Kumamoto, he has 
rendered outstanding service during the past years. The 
School Board, the Mission and the Church have given 
him leave of absence for his visit to America. 


@ Regional Youth Meetings. Plans are progressing in 
the interests of Regional meetings for youth, promoted 
by The United Lutheran Church in America to be held 
September 15th to October Ist. The theme will be 
“Youth’s Faith in Action.’ The program will be based 
on the “Order for Confirmation.” The address is to be 
based on the subject, “A Promise with a Privilege,” and 
a discussion will follow. Worship services will be con- 
ducted at the opening and closing of the meeting. A 
pamphlet entitled “A Promise with a Privilege,” is be- 
ing prepared for free distribution at these meetings and 
a study booklet is being prepared to be used as a follow- 
up in young people’s groups. 

We urge the Luther Leaguers to give their whole- 
hearted support to these promotional meetings. 


To the Lutheran students in the North Atlantic 
Region of the Lutheran Student Association of 
America, regarding the 1940 Ashram, August 
26th to September Ist, in Colorado: 

All students, pastors or faculty interested in 
travel information for the Ashram, get in touch 
with 


William V. Zeller 
3221 20th Street, N. W. 


Washington, D. C. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Do You Want to Study AVIA TION? 


—and at the same time do work 
leading to a College Degree? 


FLIGHT INSTRUCTION 


Roanoke College 
[98th YEAR|c- 


The Four Year College of the Lutheran Synod of Virginia 
Member Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 


For further information, address: 


last year was one of four Virginia 
institutions chosen for aviation 
instruction in cooperation with 
the United States government. 
The course in aviation is given 
full credit and may be taken 
along with a regular A.B. or B.S. 
degree course or with pre-pro- 
fessional work in engineering, 
pharmacy, dentistry, medicine, or 
law. 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS ROANOKE COLLEGE, SALEM, VA. 
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HONG TQ COLLEGE? 


on Calege? Saying 
Mart 


Invites you to become a member of its student body 


Accredited Lutheran Junior College and Preparatory School 
for Girls in Famous “Blue Grass’’ Region of Virginia 


LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION 
PRE-LIBRARY BUSINESS EDUCATION 
PRE-NURSING HOME ECONOMICS 
PRE-JOURNALISM MUSIC 

PRE-SOCIAL WORK SPEECH 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


Rates $425.00 to $485.00 


CATALOGUE and VIEWBOOK 


Ci ‘ 0 tl, Y ‘ HUGH J. RHYNE, President 
- b i zi oo BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


(reece e ee weet SSeS Se 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of Amerfcan Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 


Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - 
Harry A, Benfer, A.M... - - . ‘ 


President 
Registrar 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A. high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 


: Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music ~ 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss,; Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Gidest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who. are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D:D., LL.D., President 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
INTERMEDIATE 
LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 

Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An \Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. i ; 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses . 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, Presiden’ 


Have You Enrolled As a 


Contributing Member 


of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every, Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by. the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


| @) Use Luther League Emblems 


Luther League Emblem Seals 


IN NINE SIZES 


a 
PRINTED IN 
FULL COLORS 
BLACK RED WHITE 

BLUE and GOLD 

> 
PRINTED ON WHITE COATED 
GUMMED STOCK 


For Programs, Posters, Invitations and General Use 


FULL COLORS—Priced as Follows: PLAIN BLUE—Priced as Follows: 


No. 1—4”  diameter—$4.00 per 100—4¢ each No. 7—1%4" diameter—$1.00 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 11—3¥,” diameter— 3.50 per 100—3%4¢ each No. 8— 34” diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 2—234" diameter— 3.25 per 100—314¢ each No. 9— 5%” diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 


No. 3—2%" di ey ie 
e 74" diameter— 3.00 per 100—3¢ each F457 + COLOR EMBLEMS ON CARDBOARD 


No. 4—134” diameter— 2.50 per 100—214¢ each FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES 
No. 12—17,," diameter— 2.25 per 100—2%4¢ each 20”—(Silk Screen Process) $3.00 each 
No. 5—1%4" diameter— 2.00 per 100—2¢ each 12”—$1.00 each or 4 for $2.00 

No. 6— 3%” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 9”— .75 each or 4 for 1.50 


No. 10— 54” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 4”—Six Cents each 


. SE ae ee 
The LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


